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THE readers of the foUoming pages are respect- 
fully informed^ that the Statement of Facts on the 
Subject or Amebican Reyiyals is not written by 
the Author of the Pastoral Discourses^ hut by a 
Christian Friend recently arrived from the United 
States^ in whose character for assiduity in collectings 
for discrimination in appreciating^ and for correctness 
in reporting intelligence^ he feels fully authorized to 
confide. He is persuaded that this recital of facts 
will be read with deep interest, and, he hopes, not 
without beneficial impression. 



TO THE 



CHURCH AND CONGREGATION 



ASSEMBLING IN 



ST. THOMAS'S SQUARE, HACKNEY. 



My Beloved Friends, 

It was my intention to address to you a 
Pastoral Letter at the very beginning of the 
present year, on subjects most intimately con- 
nected with the high concerns of my ministry 
among you. The delay has been occasioned, in 
part, by my desire to be able to append to my 
letter, the anticipated Address of the Ministers 
of our own denomination, to our numerous 
Churches, to which your attention is now ear- 
nestly solicited. Another occasion of delay has 



been the desire of previously inviting your re- 
gard^ in discourses from the pulpit, to the in- 
teresting and momentous subject of Revivals in 
Religioi^. This I have now attempted in three 
connected discourses, in which my object has 
been to exhibit the nature of a true and scrip- 
tural, Revival of Religion, the. duty of endea- 
vouring to obtain it, and the encouragement we 
have to expect it, I have been solicitous to shew, 
that a genuine revival must have its commence- 
ment in the energy and prosperity of personal 
religion; its progress in the advancement of 
domestic religion ; and then its full development 
in the relations, the assiduities, and the enjoy- 
ments of church communion. 

These unadorned discourses, not a few of 
you, my dear friends, have urgently requested me 
to publish. I have therefore thought, that in- 
stead of the form of a Pastoral Letter, as ori- 
ginally intended, it might be more advisable, to 
transcribe as much of these three discourses, as 
my brief notes and my subsequent recollections 
might enable me to recover; allowing myself, at 
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the same time^ the licence of some additional 
illustrations. The intelligence from South Wales 
and from the United States^ will^ I trusty excite 
in your hearts emotions of gratitude, desire^ and 
hope. May it please the blessed Spirit of grace 
to honour the humble instrumentality now em- 
ployed! May the imction of the Holy One 
descend in rich effusion on yourselves, on your 
children, on your servants, and (in answer to 
your prayers) 

On your affectionate 

and &ithful Pastor, 

H. F. BURDER. 

Hackney, 

March 6, 1829. 



P.S. — Allow me cordially to recommend to your 
perusal, two valuable publications of friends whom I highly 

esteem A Pastoral Letter by the Rev. J. A. James ; 

and Three Sermons by the Rev. Joseph Fletcher. It is 
unspeakably gratifying to the feelings of friendship, as- 
sociated with reminiscences of years that are past, to enter 
so fully into communion of spirit with them on sul^ects so 
interesting and so important 
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DISCOURSE I. 



On the importance of a Revival in personal Religion. 



3 JOHN 2. 

PELOYED, I WISH, ABOVE ALL THINGS, (oR, I PRAY, WITH 
RESPECT TO ALL THINGS,) THAT THOU MAYEST PROSPER 
AND BE IN HEALTH, EYEN AS THY SOUL PROSPERETH. 

Would it be kind or considerate, my dear friends, 
were I to express this wish, or to offer this prayer 
indiscriminately for every one of you? In reference 
to the year on which we have just entered, would it 
be kind to say, — Beloved friends, I wish respecting 
all things, that you may prosper and be in health, 
even as your souls prosper ? Would it be kind to 
wish that your prosperity of soul might be the 
standard and the measure, according to which your 
health of body and your success in all your con- 
cerns should, from this time, be regulated? Were 
such a wish and such a prayer to be recorded in 
heaven, and permitted to take speedy and perma- 
nent effect, what might be, to some, the result? 
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Would not the aspect of kealt% be 66on exchanged 
for the pallid expression of disease ? Would hot 
anxieties, and losses, and embaprassmelits, fellow in 
rapid and fearful succession ? Are th^rt not some 
in the enjoyment, or rather in the possession, of 
every kind of prosperity, except*— (but Oh, what 
an exception! — except) prosperity of soul? Happy 
indeed are they, to whom, with all the warmth of 
christian congratulation and christian intetcession^ 
we may say, — " Beloved Brethren, we wish, we 
pray, that with respect to all things, you may 
prosper and be in health, even as your souls 
prosper I " 

In re:ference to the excellent Grains, to whom thii^ 
brief epistle is addressed, the Apostle cherished this 
desire, both for the sake of his endeared friend 
himself, and for the sake of the many disciples^ of 
the Lord Jesus whom he befriended. The Apostle 
loved and honoured him as an ornament to the 
truth, ** a fellow-helper to th^ truth," and a hos- 
pitable receiver of those who disseminated tk^ 
truth. ^^ I rejoiced greatly," said he, " when the 
brethren came and testified of the truth that is in 
thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. Beloved, 
thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the 
brethren and to strangers." 

Our text bears directly on a subject which I am 
.induced, my dear friends, to bring before you, both 
by the convictions of my own mind, and the con- 
current feelings of many valued brethren in the 
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christitn ministry. Repeated ^onfinreDces baire- rec- 
cently been held by the ministers of oar own deno- 
mination, resident in the metropolis and its Ticinity, 
with a yiew to inquire into the spiritual state of our 
churcbesy-and to seek a revival of the life and power 
o£ religion, by the more abundant effusion of the 
Holy. Spirit* 

There are- three questions whieh, in entering on 
this subjee^ it is natttral to propose : — What are we 
to understand by a Revival of Religion? — How 
does it appear that we need a Revival in Religion ? 
and, What are the means by which we should en- 
deavour to obtain a Revival in Religion ? To 
Ibftseintaprogatones I shall now attempt to reply. 
We inquire, Aen,— 

fiBST,-«What is to be understood by a Revival 
m Religion? 

. By a Revival in Religion, I understand — the 
eflTect of the powerful operation of the Holy Spirit, 
in enlivening and invigorating the principles of the 
spiritual life, where it already exists, and in giving 
that life to many of the " dead in trespasses and sins." 
In other words, if in any church, or in any district, 
prosperity of soul becomes the general characteristic 
of believers in Christ, and there are also very nu- 
merous instances of conversion to -God, there is 
unquestionably a Revival in Religion. Now in 
order to this, it is not necessary that there should 
be any sudden or strongly marked impression upon 
a congregated multitudcf in any particular place, or 
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at any particular time. A genuine Reviral of 
Religion cometh not always, in the first instance^ 
" with observation." Much may be passing in the 
heart which is not indicated bv external manifes- 
tation, or divulged to any human being. In the 
state of society in which we live, we are accus** 
tomed greatly to repress and studiously to conceal 
the indications of powerful feeling, and especially 
of religious emotions. The utterance of the deep- 
toned language of the heart we are but little pre- 
pared to expect, and still less disposed to indulge. 
It is to be presumed, therefore, that the com- 
mencement of a Revival of the life and power of 
Religion, in such a state of society as ours, would 
have an aspect of greater tranquillity and less sym- 
pathetic excitement, than it would be reasonable to 
expect under other circumstances, or in some other 
countries. 

It is important to bear in mind that Revivals in 
Religion have been no unusual occurrences in the 
history of the Church of God. Sacred history, 
both in the Old and in the New Testament, records 
many memorable and encouraging instances of the 
glorious working of the Jloly Spirit, in "giving 
testimony to the word of his grace," and success to 
the employment of instituted means. Read the 
history of the opening and the cleansing of the 
Sanctuary by Hezekiah, after its awful profanation ; 
and of the national confessions, supplications, and 
rejoicings during the solemnities of the Passover 
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Call to mind Judah's renewal of their covenant with 
God, in the days of King Josiah. Study the in- 
structive and animating narratives of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Think of the extraordinary awakening 
of the torpid and the negligent in the days of John 
the Baptist ; by appeals and announcements of a 
pungency and a power, which perhaps never were 
paralleled, except on the day of Pentecost, when 
the instrumentality even of Apostles almost va- 
nished from view, amidst the splendour of the 
heavenly gifts, and the mighty working of the 
resistless energy which, in one day, added to the 
church three thousand souls. Time would fail 
me were I to attempt to set before you, even a 
rapid sketch of the operations of the Spirit of 
God during the Reformation in the sixteenth cen- 
tury in Germany^ in Switzerland, and in Britain. — 
Were it practicable on the present occasion, it 
would be edifying, to advert to the numerous con* 
versions which took place in some parts of Scot- 
land, about two centuries ago ; and still more 
encouraging to reflect on that remarkable and 
extensive Revival, which was effected, in days 
approaching our own, by the powerful ministry 
of those holy men of God, George Whitetield, and 
John and Charles Wesley. About the same time, 
and in part by the same instrumentality, a most 
memorable work of divine grace commenced in 
the United States of America. A narrative of 
facts which occurred under his own observation, 
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is trmsmitted to us by a writer not only of 
unquestionable veracity, but of most dilm, acute; 
and penetrating discrimination. I refer to the 
philosophic and judicious President' Edwards, who 
thus describes the effects produced in the town of 
Northampton, in New England: 

** A great and unusual concern about the great 
things of religion and the eternid wc^rld, became 
URiversal in all parts of the town, and dmong people 
df all degrees and all ages. Ail other talk but 
aBout Bpiritdai and etemal things was soon thro#n 
by : all the conversation, in all companies, and upon 
aST occasions, was upon these things only, unliess so 
inuch as was necessary for people carrying oh their 
otdinary secular business. Other discourse thaiK of 
the things of religion would scarcely be tderated in 
any company. ' The minds of the people were won- 
d^iiUUy taken off from the nwrld^t was treated 
attion^st tts as a thing of very little consequence. 
They seemed to follow their worldly business' more 
as a psirt of their duty, than from any' disposition 
they h^d to it: the temptation how 'seemed to be, 
on the other hand, to neglect worldly affairs too 
niueh, and to spend too much time in the imme- 
dilate exercise of reli^on. This was exceedingly 
ittrsrepresented' by reports that were spread in dis-^ 
tant'][>&rts'of the land, as though the people here 
fa^ wholly ^thrown by all worldly business, and 
betook themselves entirely to reading and prayihg, 
and such like religious exercises. 
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** But although people did not ordinarily neglect 
dieii worldly business, yet religion was with all sorts' 
the great concern, and the world was a thing only 
bjr 'the 'l>ye. The only thing in their view was to 
get^tfao kingdom of heaven, and every one appeared 
pressing into it. The engagedness of their hearts 
19 .d&e ^at concern could not be htd-^it appeared 
KRir tJiQir Very countenances. All would eagerly lay 
hp)d4>f op|l>ottiuuties for their souls, and were wont 
v«ffy ollen to meet together in private houses for 
nQ)ig^ous> purposes ; and such meetings, when ap* 
poi^iied, were greatly thronged, 
y. '-There was scarcely a single person in the town, 
9)4< or young, left unconcerned about the great 
thiogS; of the eternal world. Those who were wont 
to be vainest and loosest, and those who had been 
most disposed to think and speak slightly of vital 
and eac^rimental religion, were now generally sub- 
ject to great awakenings. And the work of con* 
tMfvion was carried on in a most astonishing manner, 
aaid increased more and more : souls did, as it were, 
come in flocks to Jesus Christ. From day to day^ 
tqr many months together, might be seen evident 
instances of sinners brought out of darkness into 
ffuu^^llous UglUf and delivered out of an horrible 
jntf €Md from the miry clay^ and set upon -a rock 
WJUth a new song of praise to God in their mouths. 
I. .^< This work of God, as it was carried on, and 
the. number of the true saints multijdied) soon made 
a glorious alteration in the town, so that^in the 
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[Spring and summer following, anno 1735, the town 
seemed to be full of the presence of God : it was 
never so full of love^ nor of joy^ and yet so full of 
distress, as it was then. There were remarkable 
tokens of God's presence in almost every house. 
It was a time of joy in families on account of sal- 
vation being brought unto them : parents rejoicing 
over their children as new born, and husbands over 
their wives, and mities over their husbands. The 
goings of God were then seen in his sanctuary f 
God's day was a delight, and his tabernacles were 
amiable. Our public assemblies were then beau- 
tiful : the congregation was alive in God's service, — 
every one earnestly intent on the public worship, 
every hearer eager to drink in the words of the 
nUnister as they came from his mouth : the assembly 
in general were, from time to time, in tears while 
the word was preached; some weeping with sorrow 
and distress, others with joy and love, others with 
pity and concern for the souls of their neighbours. 

** Our public praises were then generally en- 
livened ; God was then served in our psalmody, in 
some measure, in the beauty of holiness* It has 
been observable, that there has been scarce any 
part of divine worship, wherein good men amongst 
us have had grace so drawn forth, and their hearts 
so lifted up in the ways of God, as in singing his 
praises. Our congregation excelled all that ever I 
knew in the external part of the duty before ; the 
men . generally carrying, regularly and well, three 
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parts of music, and the women a part by them* 
selves ; but now they were evidently wont to sing 
with unusual elevation of heart and voice, which 
made the duty pleasant indeed. 

" In all companies, on other days, on whatever 
occasions persons met together, Christ was to be 
heard of and seen in the midst of them. Our 
young people, when they met, were wont to spend 
the time in talking of the excellency and dying love 
of Jesus Christ; the glory of the way of salvation ; 
the wonderftil, the free, and sovereign grsice of God ; 
his glorious work in the conversion of a soul ; the 
truth and certainty of the great things of God's 
word ; the sweetness of the views of his perfections, 
&c. — Those amongst us who had been formerly 
converted, were greatly enlivened, and renewed 
with fresh and extraordinary incomes of the Spirit 
of God ; though some much more than others, ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ, Many, 
who before had laboured under difficulties about 
their own state, had now their doubts removed by 
more satisfying experience, and more clear dis-^ 
coveries of God's love. 

" When this work first appeared, and was so ex-* 
traordinarily carried on amongst us in the winter, 
others round about us seemed not to know what to 
make of it. Many scoffed at and ridiculed it ; and 
some compared what we call conversion,'' to certain 
distempers. But it was very observable of many 
who occasionally came amongst us from abroad 
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with disregardful hearts, that what they saw here 
cured them of such a temper of mind. 8tranger$ 
were generally surprised to find things so much 
beyond what they had heard, and were wont to teH 
others that the state of the town could not be etfih 
ceived of by those who had not seen it. The notice 
that was taken of it by the people vrho came 40 
town on occasion of the court that sat here ih the 
beginning of March, was very observable ; and 
those who came from the neighbourhciod to our 
j^blic lectures^ were for the most part remarkably 
afiected. Many who came to town, on one occa>- 
SQon or other, had their consciences smitten and 
awakened; and went home with wounded* heatfir, 
and with those impressions that never wore off ^ill 
they had hopefully a saving issue ; and those who 
before had serious thoughts, had their awakenings 
and convictions greatly increased. There were 
many instances of persons who came from abroad 
on visits, or on business, who had not been long 
here, before, to all appearance, they were savingly 
wrought upon, and partook of that shower of divine 
blessing which God rained down here, and went 
home rejoicing ; till at length the $am€ nork b^an 
evidently to appear, and prevail^ in several other 
towns in the country. 

*^ This dispensation has also appeared very ex- 
traordinary in the numbers of those to whom we 
have reason to hope it has had a saving effect. We 
have about six hundred and twenty conmiunicants. 



whkh include almost all our adult persons. Our 
McrfMUQnts are eiglkt week^ asunder; and I reoeived 
JnHo :Ouv communion about a hundred before one 
j$lormneiit^ fourscore of them at one time> whoiM 
a^earanee^ when they presented themselves toge^ 
ihear. ta inlake* an open profession of Christianity^ 
W!fi»>N^fy affecting to the congregation. 
;:.,lf'J.am iar from pretending to be able to deters 
txAf^e hctw. many hare lately been the subjects of 
amehrmenrcy; but if I may be allowed to declmre 
mf^tJoiag ■' that appears to me probable in a thing' of 
tl)i»ji^ature, I hope that more than three hundred 
f^RSons :were converted in this town in the space of 
hi)(lfayear» and about as many men as women." 
i'rl^ere is a general and even a striUng resemn 
Ulince between the narrative thus given by President 
£d,wards, and many oi the authenticated details of 
4ie>inore recent Revivals in the American churches, 
99xne:of which have» on various occasions, been 
submitted to your consideration, as excitements and 
eacQyragements to prayer.* 
yJn recdving statements and narratives of thi» 
order, siome persons are inclined to a degree of 
incredulity, not warranted either by the principles 
whioh i^ually regulate our belief ia human testi^^ 
mony, or by the history of the dispensations of 
divine grace. They are sufficiently disposed to 
ask — Is there not in these Revivals a considerable 

* • 

.^ :* See the documents appended to these Discouties. . 
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mixture of enthusiasm, of the cont^ous influence 
of sympathetic emotion, and of the effervescence a£ 
that excited feeling, which after a short time sub- 
sides, without inducing any saving or sanctifying 
results ? Has there not been recourse, in some 
instances, to unjustifiable methods of producing a 
popular excitement, equivocal in its nature, if not 
even injurious in many of its effects? Are there 
not to be found American Christians, and even 
American Ministers, who look upon Revivals with 
the eye of jealous suspicion, and who speak of 
them in terms of unsparing depreciation ? 

That such there should be, excites in my mind 
not the least surprise. It might have been anti- 
cipated by any moderate acquaintance with human 
nature, and with the history of christian churches. 
It was precisely thus in New England, nearly a 
century ago, during the extensive Revivals of which 
that at Northampton presents so interesting a spe- 
cimen : and the remarks made by the judicious 
Edwards in reply to cavillers and objectors, are 
worthy of the most serious attention of every 
Christian in the present day. 

" I suppose," says President Edwards,* " there 
is scarcely a minister in this land, but from Sabbath 
to Sabbath is used to pray that God would pour 
out his Spirit, and work a reformation and revival 



* See his admirable work, — " Thoughts concerning the 
Present Revival of Religion in New England." 
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of religion ; and now when so extensive a refor- 
mation is so wonderfully accomplished, in those 
very things that we have sought God for, shall 
we not acknowledge it? Or shall we do it with 
great coldness, caution, and reserve, because the 
work is attended with a mixture of error, impru- 
dences, darkness, and sin; because some persons 
are carried away with impressions, and are indis- 
creet, — and because there are high transports of 
religious affections ? " 

" Multitudes in New England have lately been 
brought to a new and great conviction of the truth 
and certainty of the things of the Gospel ; to a 
firm persuasion that Christ Jesus is the Son of 
God, and the great and only Saviour of the world. 
They have experienced a sweet rest of soul in 
Christ, and delight in God : and this has been 
attended with an abhorrence of sin and earnest 
longings of soul after more holiness and confor- 
mity to God; and tender compassion for the souls 
of sinners, and earnest desires of the advancement 
of Christ's kingdom in the world. And these 
things have appeared with an abiding concern to live 
a holy life. The divine power of this work has 
marvellously appeared in some instances . I have 
been at;quainted with ; in supporting and fortifying 
the heart under great trials, such as the death of 
children, and extreme pain of body; and in won- 
derfully maintaining the serenity, calmness, and joy 
of the soul, in an immoveable rest in God and 
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sweet resignation to him. And some, under the 
blessed influences of this work, have, in a calm, 
bright, and joyful frame of mind, been carried 
through the valley of the shadow of death," 

In reference to those who professed to be waiting 
for further evidence in order to determine whether 
this were a work of God, President Edwards thus 
proceeds: — "There are many that will not be' 
satisfied with any exactness or laboriousness in 
religion now, while persons have their minds much 
moved, and their ajSections high;— they are waiting 
to see whether they will carry themselves, as well 
when these affections are over; that is, they are 
waiting to have persons sicken and lose their 
strength, that they may see whether they will then 
behave themselves like healthy strong men. I 
would desire that they would also consider, whether 
they be not waiting for more than is reasonably 
to be expected, supposing this to be really a great 
work of God, and much more than has been found 
in former great outpourings of the Spirit of God, 
that have been universally acknowledged in the 
christian church. Do not they expect fewer in- 
stances of apostacy and evidences of hypocrisy in 
professors, than there were after that great out- 
pouring of the Spirit in the Apostles' days, or that 
which was in the time of the Reformation? And 
do not they stand prepared to make a mighty argu- 
ment of it against this work, if there should be half 
to many? And tliey would do well to consider. 
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how long they will wait to see the good fhiit of this 
work, before they will determine in favour of it. 
Has it not continued long enough to give reason- 
able satisfaction?" 

These judicious and weighty remarks are, I con- 
ceive, strictly applicable to the Revivals which have 
now been prevailing in various degrees and in dif- 
ferent districts of the United States for more than 
ten years — a period amply sufficient to enable 
the church and the world to form a satisfactory 
estimate of their character, their tendency, and their 
general results. I have given these quotations at 
some length, lest any representations should ob- 
tain currency, whichi in the absence of correct 
information and calm reflection, might have a ten- 
dency to cool the rising temperature of religious 
affections and fervent prayer, in our families and 
in our churches, and paralyze those awakening 
energies which have been too long dormant. Let 
me also add the testimony of an American Pastor 
of high character, who asserts, after extensive in- 
quiries, that on instituting a comparison between 
members of churches received during a Revival, 
and those received under ordinary circumstances, 
in reference to persevering consistency of character, 
the result of the comparison is decidedly in favour ' 
of the former. 

Having thus endeavoured to exhibit and illus- 
trate the character of a genuine and scriptural 



28 

Revival in Religion, I have before me an easier 
task in attempting to reply to the 

Second of the inquiries proposed,— How does it 
appear that we need a Revival in Religion? 

Did not the church of Sardis need a Revival of 
Religion ? " I know thy works," said the omni- 
scient Redeemer, *' that thou hast a name that thou 
livest, and art dead." " Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things which remain, that are ready to die ; for 
I have not found thy works perfect before Grod." 
Did not the church of Laodicea need a Revival? 
" I know thy works," said " the faithful and true 
witness," " that thou art neither cold nor hot : I 
would thou wert cold or hot." While in reviewing 
the recent history of our own church, and in con- 
templating its present aspect, we find, my dear 
brethren, abundant cause to *' thank God and take 
courage," is there not still to be detected amongst 
us some degree of Sardian torpor and Laodicean 
lukewammess ? Are there none, either in the 
church or out of the church, to whom it may be 
said — " Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art 
dead?" Are there none whose names are enrolled 
in the register of the church, without any adequate 
evidence that they are written in heaven? Among 
those who, in a spiritual sense, are alive, are there 
not some who are not lively? Is there not life 
without the vigour or the glow of health? Are 
not the pulsations of holy and heavenly feeling 
faint and languid? If there be occasional emotion, 
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has it not the character of feverish excitement 
rather than of that serene susceptibility which be- 
longs to those whose souls *' prosper and are in 
health ? " Are not some tolerating and even 
cherishing worldliness of mind ? May it not be 
emphatically said of the state of their hearts and 
the tenor of their lives, that they " mind earthly 
tilings ? " Are they not setting " their affections 
on things that are on the earth?" Do they not 
" lift up their souls tmto vanity, and pant after the 
dust of the earth?" Bear with me, my hearers, 
if I read to you an animated and a pungent appeal 
of an American Minister,* distinguished by his de- 
votedness and usefulness, addressed to his own 
church, on the very subject which now occupies 
our thoughts; in which, with unsparing fidelity, 
he detects the prevalence, and describes the symp- 
toms, and exhibits the danger, of that epidemic 
disorder of the christian world — worldliness of 
mind. " Christian brethren, it is this worldly 
spirit that blights our hopes— that chills religion 
to the very heart — that withers your graces — poi- 
sons your comforts, and blasts the fair fame of your 
Redeemer's cause. — There is much parade, and 
show, and noise about religion, but where is its 
vital energy and ardour? There is a species of 

• Dr. Gardiner Spring, of New York, ia a sermon bearing 
this title, — " Something must be done," preached at the close 
of the year 1815, and followed, as the writer has been informed, 
by a considerable Revival of Religion. 
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religious dissipation in our christian community, 
which hardens the hearts of professing Christians, 
and fortifies the consciences of the impenitent 
against the arrows of conviction.. They attend 
upon the services of the sanctuary, with a portion 
of the same kind of feeling with which they would' 
attend upon the diversions of the theatre, or listen 
to an argument at the bar. They hear; but it is* 
a sound which 'plays round the head, but cOmes 
not to the heart/ They are pleased, but not af- 
fected; they are interested, but not humbled; they 
go away, sometimes extolling the merit and as often 
the demerit of the preacher, but seldom steal si- 
lently to their closets, under the condemning power 
of pungent truth ! " Alas ! my brethren, is not this 
a portraiture of British as well as of American 
religionists ? If thus it ivas with many on the other 
side of the Atlantic, thus we have reason to fear it 
is with many on this side! Need I multiply evi- 
dences of the fact which is equally obvious and 
humbling — that we, and many churches of our own 
order, need a Revival ? 

Let us then proceed to our 

Third inquiry :— What are the means by which we 
should endeavour to obtain a Revival in Religion ? 

In general terms I would remark, in answer, that 
there is a certain order to be observed in our en- 
deavours, without which it would neither be rea- 
sonable nor scriptur^ to anticipate success. If we 



81 

are sincerely desirous of a Revival in our churches, 
we must seek a revival of the life and power of 
religion, first in ow own souls, next in our familieSy 
and then in our churches. This order I shall ob- 
serve in my attempt to reply to the question now 
before us. ' On the present occasion our time will 
oiOy permit us to enter on the first division of this 
interesting and momentous incpiiry. Each of those 
which are to follow, will require a separate Dis" 
course. 

• In reference, then, to that prosperity of personal 
religion^ to which the text I first read directs our 
regard, let me now offer, with jdl requisite concise- 
ness, some serious and affectionate advices; and 
may the Spirit of Life open every heart! 

* 1 • Let us endeavour to ascertain the actual state 
of our own souls. 

The grand question is, and in our estimation ever 
should be,^— Is there life ? Now " this is the record 
(which gives to revelation its chief value) that Grod 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life." If, then, 
the inquiry is, " Who are they that * have the Son of 
God?'" — the answer is obtained "from the same high 
authority — They who believe on the Son of Grod; 
for it is written, " He that helieveth on the Son hath 
everlasting life ; and he that helieveth not the Son 
shaU not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him." How momentous, then, is the inquiry, which 
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I beseech every one now present to press honestly 
and solemnly on his own conscience, as under the 
immediate inspection of Him who searcheth the 
heart, — Have I really believed, and am I tndy 
believing, on the Son of God ? Convinced of my 
awful guilt, as a sinner against the God of holiness 
and love, and of my consequent exposure to the 
wrath to come, have I exercised repentance unto 
life, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ? Have I 
abandoned every delusive hope — every refuge of 
lies ? Have I fled for refuge to " lay hold on the 
hope set before us" in the Gospel ? Is the work 
of Him who on the cross exclaimed, " It is finished," 
the foundation on which I build my hope for eter- 
nity? Does my conscience derive its tranquillity 
from " the blood of sprinkling," which speaketh 
peace? Am I supremely desirous that the life I 
live in the flesh should be a life of faith on the Son 
of God? Is the happiness which I chiefly value 
that which arises from the hallowed combination of 
"life and peace?" Is it my prevailing solicitude 
that my soul may prosper and be in health ? Pur- 
sue these inquiries, my dear friends, in the stillness 
of your retirement ; and, with a willingness to know 
the worst, " Examine yourselves, whether you be 
in the faith." 

2. Let us (even if we are believers) humble ourA 
selves before God, under the consciousness of our** 
many deficiencies. 

Of Job it is said, " that man was perfect and 
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upright, one that feared God and eschewed evil;" 
yet when his trial detected the latent evil of the 
heart, he felt constrained to say, " I ahhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes." When Daniel " set 
his face to the Lord God, to seek him hy prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and 
ashes," his language was, " O Lord, to us helongetb 
coniusion of face ; but to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him." If such were the emotions and such 
the confessions of Daniel and of Job, are there not 
with us, even with us, sins against the Lord our 
God? Have we not grieved the Holy Spirit, by 
the carnality of our minds, and the coldness of our 
hearts, and the languor of our devotions, and the 
worldliness of our habits, and the unprofitableness 
of our lives ? Ought we not, then, deeply and peni- 
tentially to mourn? Ought we not to present, at the 
throne of grace, the sacrifice of a broken heart and 
a contrite spirit? Ought not the most humiliating 
acknowledgments of our ingratitude and perverse- 
ness to be spread before the face of Him who is 
still ready to have mercy upon us, and to multiply 
his acts of pardon? Let us "take with us words 
and turn to the Lord, and say unto him, Take away 
all iniquity, and receive us graciously." Then will 
he vouchsafe to say to us, " I will heal your back- 
sliding ; I will love you freely ; for mine anger is 
turned away." " If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleans^ 
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us &oit^ ^ all . p^rigbteousness^'*^ t Never let us be 
content to remain a single, hour under a sense : of 
unpardoned sin. Never. can our souls prospec.ot 
be. in healtb, unless the heart be sprinkled from an 
evil conscience. A sense of guilt must either excke 
gloomy . apprehensions, or . else deaden the sensi^ 
bilities, and paralyze the energies of. the soul 4 
" If, then, any man sin," (who has received merc^) 
let him. look without delay to that '^ advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, who it jdm 
the propitiation for our sins." Let him say Ivxth 
the Psalmist, "Restore unto me the joys of thy 
salvation ;" and he will find, on that recovery, dsa^ 
" the joy. of the Lord is his strength." . : - 

8. Let us seek prosperity of soul, by giving due 
honour to the Holy Spirit* 

Is not the Holy Spirit the fountain of spiritual 
life ? Is he not the vivifying Spirit ? Can the life of 
the soul have either commencement or continuance 
without the exertion of that energy which can? 
" create all things new ? " *' Ye are not in the Hesfa 
but in. the Spirit," said the apostle, "if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the. Spirit of Christ, he is none of his," 
Let us then pray for the Holy Spirit, as for that 
which, both for time and for eternity, decides the 
question of life or death. " If we live by . the 
Spirit," we are " alive to God," and have even now 
" eternal life abiding in us :" but if we are desti- 
tute of the Spirit, we are still " dead in trespasses 
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and sins,— without God, without Christ, and with- 
out hope." Let us ask of God the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, under the impression that '* it is our life ;" 
so that the extreme exigency of our case lEluthorizes 
and. requires the most urgent and unwearied impor- 
tunity of supplication. Let us wrestle with Him 
who> heareth prayer, with the undiscouraged perse- 
verance of. that ancient believer who said to the 
Angel of the Covenant — "I will not let thee go 
except thou bless me." "Ask," said the Saviour, 
'^and it. shall be given you ; seek and ye shall find; 
fei^ every one that asketh receiveth, and he that 
aeeketh findeth ;" and " this spake he of the Holy 
Spirit, which they that believe on him should re- 
ceive ;" for he immediately added, ** If ye, being 
jevil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren ; how much more shall your Heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ?" Con- 
sider attentively, I beseech you, the remark of our 
Lord by which he encourages confidence in the 
promise, and prayer for its fulfilment; — "for every 
one that asketh receiveth ;" — it is as if he had said, 
"It is according to the established order of the 
divine procedure, in the dispensation of the heavenly 
gift, that every one who asks in faith, receives that 
which he asks." Let us ask, then, my brethren, 
not with the feeling of uncertainty, but with the 
confidence of supphants anticipating entire success. 
Let us honour the Holy Spirit by seeking, 
through his glorious agency, whatever is essential 
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to prosperity of soul. Do we need progressive illu- 
mination, that we may know more of God in Christ, 
and more of the hope of his calling, and more of 
the love which passeth knowledge ? — let us honour 
him as the appointed Teacher of the Church, for 
*^ none teacheth like him." Do we desire to be 
more and more '' conformed to the image of the 
Son of God V* — let us remember that every feature 
and every lineament of that resemblance must be 
the workmanship of God ; so that if we are trans- 
formed into that glorious likeness, it must be by the 
Spirit of the Lord. Are we anxious to obUun 
greater stability and greater elevation in our joy, 
and peace, and hope?— let us honour the Holy Spirit 
as the Comforter. He can pour into our souls the 
joys of salvation. He can shed abroad in our hearts 
the love of God. He can diffuse through every 
capacity of the Spirit, *' the peace which passeth all 
understanding." He can exalt our hope to the full 
assurance of approaching glory^ Let us then pray, 
with new intensity of desire, that he may be to us 
the Spirit of Adoption — bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God, and enabling 
us to exult in the persuasion, that '^ if children, 
then are we heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ !" 

4. Let the interests of personal religion be the 
first object of our solicitude, every day we live. 

Jjet due time be secured for the engagements of 
retired devotion. It is not the hasty perusal of a 
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chapter of the Bible, followed by a prayer short 
and languid, which can satisfy the desires of a soid 
thirsting after communion with God. He who is 
anxious to enjoy prosperity of soul, instead of re- 
straining prayer, will feel the necessity of ''pouring 
out his heart before God," and spreading his con- 
fessions, his petitions, and his pleadings before the 
merdy-seat. He will aspire afler an intimacy of 
fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. He will muse and meditate on the word of 
truth, in the hope that while thus musing, the fire of 
boly love will be divinely enkindled in his soul. He 
will desire to '' stir up the gift " that is in him, to 
the glory of the heavenly giver. Brethren, is it thus 
with you? Is it your habitual care, at the com- 
mencement and the close of every day, to secure, as 
&r as circumstances may permit, an adequate por- 
tion of time for the duties and enjoyments of private 
devotion ? Is it with you an object of daily solici- 
tude, that neither the business of the day, nor the 
social intercourse of the evening, nor the slumbers 
of the night, may be permitted to rob you of the 
hour sacred to communion with God, and essential to 
the prosperity of your soul ? Are there not among 
us those whose consciences ought to accuse them of 
great remissness in retired devotions ; and who 
may trace to that neglect the loss of spiritual health, 
and pitiable " leanness of soul V* Surely, my bre- 
thren, the soul requires its nutriment no less than 
the body ; and it is perilous, beyond expression* to. 

c 
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endeavour to ascertain by daring experiments —how 
little will suffice to. sustain its life! Yet alas! is 
there not reason to apprehend, that many, in the 
present day, are actually venturing on such experi- 
ments? Have they not even reduced, within the 
very narrowest limits, the seasons of devotion ? Is 
it surprising then that their souls do not prosper — 
that they are not in health ? ** The throb of life 
must of necessity be low and languid ;" and *' the 
things which remain must even be ready to die.'* 
He whose soul prospers, desires above all things to 
have communion with God, to walk with God, to 
enjoy a powerful and habitual sense of his presence, 
and to spend the hours of every, day in the light of 
his countenance. Blessed is the man who sets the 
Lord continually before him, ** whose delight is in 
the law of the Lord, so that in his law he meditates 
day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither, and what- 
soever he doeth shall prosper." 

Examine yourselves, then, my dear friends, by 
the tests of character thus exhibited. Ascertain, I 
beseech you, the actual state of your spiritual health. 
Confess before God, with abasement of soul, your 
many deficiencies. Honour the Holy Spirit, in every 
desire and in every prayer for true prosperity of 
soul : and let the interests of your immortal ^spirit, 
ccmnected as they are with the glory of our God 
and Saviour, be, every day yoii live, the fivsl 
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object of your solicitude. And " now unto Him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy; to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory, and majesty, dominion, and power, both 
now and ever." Amen. 
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DISCOURSE n. 

On a Revival in Domestic Religion. 



GENESIS XVIII. 19, 

I KNOW HIM, THAT HE WILL COMMAND HIS CHILDREN AN» 
HIS HOUSEHOLD AFTER HIM ; AND THEY SHALL KEEP THE 
WAT OF THE LORD, TO DO JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT ; THAT 
THE LORD MAT BRINO UPON ABRAHAM THAT WHICH HB 
HATH SPOKEN OF HIM. 

What a striking and beautiM illustration is given 
in these words, of the connexion between personal 
and family religion; and between family religion 
and the general extension of religion through the 
world ! The gracious purpose of God, in reference 
to the distinguished patriarch who was to be blessed 
and made a blessing, is announced in the precedii^ 
verse : " Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him," This purpose was to be carried 
into effect, in the first instance, by means of the 
faith and obedience of Abraham's family. In his 
domestic establishment, and in the families of his 
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ifilinediate as well as more remote descendahtSi 
the truth of God was to be maintained, and the 
worship of God was to be conducted. In being 
thus a blessing to his family, and through them to 
the world, Abraham himself was to be blessed with 
the signal tokens of the divine friendship. " Abra- 
ham was called the friend of God," and was ho- 
nourisd with the confidence and the disclosures 
peculiar to the intimacy of friendship. When about 
to pour f^rth the vials of destruction on the cities 
of the fertile plain of Sodom, " the Lord said. Shall 
I hide from Abraham that thing which I do ? seeing 
that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed iti him ? For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him ; 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do jus- 
tice and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him." 

In accordance with the spirit of this instructive 
passage, and in pursuance of the plan proposed in 
a former discourse, let me now endeavour to set 
before you — The transcendent importance of Family 
Religion : the means by which Family Religion may 
he most effectually promoted: and, the connexion 
between the religion of families and the prosperity 
of Churches, Let us contemplate^ 

First — The transcendent importance of Family 
Religion. Consider, 

1. The design of the domestic constitution. 
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Let me put you in possession of the views enter- 
tained, on this subject, by that great christian philo- 
sopher, John Howe. '* The great thing which will 
either facilitate or obstruct a general compliance 
with the mind of God in this matter will be, the cim- 
sideration that men shall have of their families: 
that is, whether they will consider them as consti- 
tutions for this world, or for the world to come. 
If you can but agree with yourselves, under which 
of these notions to look upon your £unilies, accord- 
ingly your compliance with the mind of God in 
this matter will either be facile or difficult. There 
are societies, that in their design, and consequently 
in their nature, are purely civil ; and others, that in 
their design, and consequently in their nature and 
constitution, are purely sacred. Of the former sort 
are kingdoms, and nations, and incorporate towns* 
There are those also that are purely sacred, as 
churches : the very end and design upon which they 
are collected, is worship and religion. But now 
families are the elements of both these sorts of so- 
cieties ; that is, both churches and commonwealths 
are made up of families. Therefore, both these 
must meet in a family, religion and civil business. 
Persons are elements of families ; families are the 
elements of which both churches and kingdoms are 
composed. And therefore, now, .when any come to 
turn this matter in their thoughts, (let them say) ' I 
am the head of a family ; but what sort of society is 
my family ? Is it made purely for this world, or for 
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the world to come V Surely where the considera* 
tion of both worlds meet, the other world should be 
uppermost ; and therefore all things must be mea- 
sured with subserviency and reference to that. But 
if any wOl say ' No ; families are made only for this 
world ;' then I would ask, What is this world made 
for? Is it made for nothing! Or, is it made for 
itself, to centre in itself, and to be its own end? 
You can never avoid it, but that families must be 
supremely and ultimately made for the other world ; 
and then they are made for religion principally. 
And no man can behave himself well in any station 
or relation in a family, that doth not let this thought 
lie deep in his mind : * My family, as well as others, 
is a constitution made for religion as well as for 
other businesses.' Now where both meet, that must 
certainly be the principaL" 

Have yoUf my dear friends, been accustomed to 
view in this light the domestic constitution ? Are 
you acting habitually on the high and heavenly 
principles thus enforced ? Is it evident to the mem-> 
bers of your families that these principles dictate 
your domestic regulations, and pervade your &mily 
arrangements ? ** If any," said an apostle, ** provide 
not for his own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel." If this be asserted in reference to pro* 
vision for the life that now is, what shall be said of 
that father of a family who makes no provision for 
the life to come ? Ye fathers and mothers of the 
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^milies by whom I taa now encircled, think of the 
responsibility which attaches to the relation you sus- 
tain. You are appointed to be the guides and the 
guardians of thes^ immortal minds, over which you 
are incessantly exerting a salutary or a baneful in- 
fluence. " If a son shall ask bread of any of you 
that is a father, will he give him a stone ? or if he 
ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent ? Or 
if he shall ask an eggf will he offer him a scorpion?^ 
Yet even this would scarcely deserve to be stigma- 
tized as unnatural, when compared with the direful 
cruelty of neglecting the souls of your children, when 
the^ consequences of that neglect may be nothing 
less than their eternal perdition ! j 

Direct your thoughts, 

ft. To the privileges of the domestic consti** 
tution. 

" The Lord loveth " not only " the gates of 
Zion," but also ** the dwellings of Jacob." He is 
the family protector — the encompassing shield — of 
those who call upon his name. Even the ancient 
pagans had their household gods, without whose 
imaginary guardianship they would have deemed 
themselves insecure. Micah provided for his house, 
at great expense, a graven and a molten image, and 
when despoiled of his idols, in the desolation of his 
soul, as well as of his dwelling,' he exclaimed, ** Ye 
have taken away my gods, and what have I more V* 
Brethren, it is the presence of a guardian God — the 
God of Abraham — which causes "the voice of 
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rejoicing and salvation" to be heard '' in the taber* 
nades of the righteous." There, the God who is 
ever fkithful to his covenant, causes the blessing of 
Abraham to descend upon the parent and upon the 
child; according to his ancient promise, — "I will 
establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy 
seed after thee, in their generations, for an ever- 
lasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy 
seed after thee." Now " the promise," asserts an 
Apostle, is made " sure to all the seed ; not to that 
only which is of the law, but to that also which is 
of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.' 
And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of the faith which he had, yet 
being uncircumcised, that he might be the father 
of all them that believe, though they be not circum- 
cised." If, then, baptism be, in our families, what 
circumcision was in the family of Abraham, well 
may we gratefully rejoice in the privileges which 
belong to us and to our children. But let me ask, 
my dear friends, are your children in the possession 
of those high advantages, to which baptism is de- 
signed to introduce them ? Are you acting' towards 
them the part of christian parents, according to the 
spirit of the pledge which you solemnly gave, in 
presenting them for christian baptism? Is there 
no dissonance between the langui^e of that sacred 
service, and the language which is daily heard 
around your tables and your hearths? Are you 
doing what in you lies, to inspire the hearts of your- 

c 3 
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cliildreil with a sense of blessedness, in having to 
call you their father or their mother? Have your 
servants reason to rejoice in the privileges of a 
religious family ? Are any of them " fellow-heirs ** 
of eternal life? If this be their happiness, have 
they every inducement to bless God that they are 
residing in families of " believing masters ? " If 
still living " without Christ and without God," are 
you embracing every opportunity of directing their 
regard to Him who is " the way, and the truth, and 
the life ? '* Can they read the Bible, and have they 
a Bible to read? and are you their kind and patient 
instructors ? and do you facilitate, as well as require, 
their regular and ficequent attendance in the sanc-» 
tuary ofGod? 

Let us contemplate, 

8* The power of the domestic constittition. 

The authority of the parent over the child, in its 
early years, is more absolute and complete than 
that of any other species of government upon earth. 
Founded in nature and exercised in love, the moral 
power of the christian parent is incalculable, and 
almost unlimited. The yielding and susceptible 
child learns, from its very infancy, to love, to trust, 
to imitate, and to obey its mother and its father. 
Their power extends more or less over its earliest 
notions, its favourite predilections, its strongest an- 
tipathies, its most powerful associations of thought 
and of feeling; and the influence of these, howeveif 
laood^fied or restrained by subsequent impressions. 
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usually continues through life. Christian parents, 
have you well considered the extent and tne design 
of such unrivalled ascendancy? Is it for trivial 
purposes that you have been entrusted with such 
undisputed power? Shall the event render it 
awfully apparent, that it has been committed to 
you in vain? Take care that you do not tr^ with 
it;-^take care that you do not lose it ; for, once lost, 
it cannot be recovered; — take care that you do not 
ahtise^ it ; for in proportion to its value is your 
responsibility, and an account of its employment 
will be required at the judgment-seat of Christ. 
The Lord grant, my dear hearers, that the com* 
mend^tion of Abraham may now belong to you, — 
** I know him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him ; and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord> to do justice and judgment; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath spoken of him." Then may you expect, 
in your own families, a Revival of Religion. 

Such being the detign^ the privileges^ and the 
power of the domestic constitution, let us now take 
into consideration, 

SscoNBLY, The means by which family religion 
may be most effectually promoted. 

The most important and beneficial of all the 
means we can employ, may be included under two 
heads, of which the first in order is Family fVor* 
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The Almighty God is represented, by the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, as about to pour out his indignation 
on the heathen, and "on the families which call 
not on his name." Can we wonder at this classi- 
fication? Are not such families living like the 
heathen, yet with a daily accumulation of guilt in- 
comparably more fearful? What a contrast is there 
between such families and that of Job, who with pa- 
triarchal dignity and humility officiated as the priest 
of his household, the intercessor for his children, 
"offering burnt-offerings according to the number 
of them all, saying. It may bo that my sons have 
sinned, and have not blessed God in their hearts. 
Thus did Job continually." How great is the 
contrast between such families and that of Joshua, 
who expressed a resolution worthy of the com- 
mander of the armies of Israel, when he said, " As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
How great is the contrast between such families 
and that of David, who, afler depositing the ark 
of the Lord in the appointed place, with rites of 
sacrifice and exultation of spirit, first blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord of hosts, and then 
" returned to bless his household." How great is 
the contrast between such families and that of the 
Roman Centurion Cornelius, "a devout man and 
one that feared God with. all his house, and prayed 
to God alway." Is it fitting, is it seemly, is it safe, 
to live in the neglect of those habits of devotion 
which gave a character of moral beauty and excel- 
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lency to the holy men of former ages, who, even 
upon earth, " walked with God," and, like Enoch, 
obtained the testimony that they pleased God? 
Do not the duties of family devotion necessarily 
arise out of the very nature and design of the 
domestic constitution ? Are we not bound to 
honour and glorify God, not merely in our indi- 
vidual capacity, but also in every relation which 
we sustain? Can it be justly deemed necessary 
that there should be an explicit precept, in order 
to enfo'-'ce the obligation to establish domestic 
worship ? Can the mind of that man be in a sound 
or in a safe state, who is disposed to require such- 
an injunction ? Does he not betray, in equal 
degrees, both ignorance and irreligion? Is not the 
blessed God to be honoured in the family, as well 
as in the closet? Can there be personal religion 
without private prayer ? If not, neither can there 
be the reality, or even the semblance of family 
religion without family worship. It is, then, the 
imperative duty of every head of a family, to 
establish and conduct the daily services of domestic 
worship. 

I am aware, indeed, that there is a prior duty, 
without regard to which, there can be no worship 
acceptable to God, nor even any due qualification 
for its engagements. That duty, which is binding 
upon every human being to whom the glad tidings 
of salvation are announced, is, to exercise " repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
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Christ.*' Fidelity to my charge eompels me to 
remind every unregenerate man at the head of a 
family now present, that while he continues in 
unbelief, he is wilfully labouring under a moral 
disqualification for the right discharge of the duties 
of family religion. But why, my friends, should 
any of you continue in the guilt and danger of 
unbelief another hour? Is it not a faithful saying, 
and worthy -of your acceptation, '* that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners?" Has he 
not " finished transgression and made an end of sin, 
and made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
an everlasting righteousness ? " Are not the eternal 
beaefits of that reconciliation and that righteousness 
conveyed, by an act of covenanted mercy, to every 
t>ne, that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ? Look 
then at once to hinfi as the all-sufficient Saviour; 
trust in him, without the delay of another hour, as 
the accepted propitiation; believe on his name, O 
thou who art yet in thy sins ; and believing, thou 
thalt have pardon, and acceptance, and *' life through 
his name." Among the first and the most promi- 
nent indications of that spiritual life, there will be 
onci identical with the characteristic of Saul of 
Tarsus, when, on his entire transformation of cha'> 
racter, it was said, *' Behold, he prayeth." Having 
eUared into the spirit of secret devotion, the daily 
sacrifice of prayer and praise on the domestic altar 
will appear « reasonable and a delightful service. 
Nor will you. be satisfied without the o£fering both 
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of a morning and an evening sacrifice. Which of 
these could you deem it advisable to omit? Would 
you venture to omit the morning devotions? Do 
you know what the day may bring forth? Can 
you be willing that the members of your family 
should encounter all the hazards and all the temp- 
tations of the day, without committing them, by an 
act of domestic supplication and surrender, to the 
care of a paternal providence ? Would you venture 
to omit the evening worship? Know you not that 
Unless ** He who keepeth Israel, and who never 
slumbers," be your protector, " the watchman 
waketh but in vain? " Let it appear, then, to your 
children and your servants, that in your estimation 
*'it is a good thing" to present petitions and "to 
give thanks unto the Lord; to shew forth his 
loving-kindness in the morning, and his faithfulness 
every night." Let the hours of domestic worship 
be fixed with discretion, and observed with regu* 
larity. Let the reading of the word of God prepare 
the heart, while it suggests the materials, for the 
petitions and thanksgivings of the family; and 
blessings, such as Ood alone can bestow, may be 
anticipated in answer to the prayer of fiuth; for 
** the inwrought fervent prayer of a righteous man^" 
at the head o£ his household, " availeth much." 
It has power with God, and, by God's blessing, it 
has power with man. It exerts an influence over 
the minds of children and servants, which is 
often more powerful than the voice of command, of 
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proliibition, or of reproof; and in very numerous 
instances, it has been honoured by the Holy Spirit, 
as the first exciting cause of deep convictions of 
sin, and true conversion to God. 

The second of the means by which family religion 
may be most effectually promoted is — Family iri' 
strtu:tion and disvipline, 

I combine these together,' because neither of them 
can be efficient without the other. In order to the 
production of the desired result, they must be in- 
separable. Christian parents are required to train 
up their children " in the nurture and admonition," 
that is, in the- discipline and instruction^ ** of the 
Lord ;" — in that ^discipline which is indispensably 
requisite to give effect to the instruction conveyed. 
The grand object of education, from first to last, 
should invariably be — the formation of right habits. 
The mind should be disciplined, from very early 
years, to right habits of thinking, of feeling, of 
speaking, and of acting. Is the question asked : — 
At what period in the history of the human being 
does education in reality commence ? I answer ;— 
It begins with the formation of the first idea. It 
has advanced many steps ; it has taken a certain 
direction ; it has assumed a definite character, 
before some parents are aware that it has at aU 
commenced its course. Is not this neglect of early 
observation and early control one of the reasons, to 
which we might ascribe the want of subsequent 
success ? The golden opportunity has been lost. 
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There is now much, very much to unlearn. The 
mind is already pre-occupied by notions, and pre-< 
judices, and habits, which are, alas ! but too con- 
genial to the depravity of our common nature4 
Believe me, my dear friends, when I assert, with 
the unhesitating confidence of an appeal to facts^ 
that indirect education, beginning in early child-* 
hood, has often more power in the formation of 
character, than that which is direct. Your children 
have been receiving impressions in the nursery^ 
and in the parlour, from the very first dawn of 
reason. The excitement of their faculties of 
thought has rapidly followed the exercise of their 
organs of sense. Materials for the employment of 
their puerile yet expanding minds, have been sup^ 
plied by every thing they have heard, by every 
thing they have seen. They have listened to your 
conversations with your servants, and with your 
friends. They have gathered articles of intelli<« 
gence from your lips, which you never designed 
for their ears. They have marked the language 
even of your tones of voice, and your ex- 
pressions of countenance, both when you have 
been delighted, and when you have been dis- 
pleased. They have made their own observations 
on your temper, your spirit, and your behaviour. 
The principles of sympathy, of imitation, and of 
credulity, have all conspired to produce their 
practical results. Have these impressions, then, 
been favourable, or unfavourable ? Have they 
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been such as to facilitate or to obstruct tbe sub-^ 
secptent course of education ? Christian parents, 
consider deliberately and conscientiously, what 
invaluable opportunities of producing the most 
desirable impressions are afforded, during the years 
of childhood, to a mother and a father ! Seize 
them, and improve them, by the aid of the 
occurrences of every day you live. You are 
constituted by our Father, who is in heaven, not 
only the natural protectors, but 'also the natural 
instructors of your children. Some of you may 
indeed obtain for your children, with great advan* 
tage, instruction from others in many departments 
of useful knowledge ; but tell me, is it in your 
power, to transfer to any other human being, the 
parental obligation to train up your children " in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord ?" Can 
you dissolve the relation subsisting between your- 
selves as parents, and the children which God has 
given you; or retaining the relation, can you 

release yourselves from the obligation to educate 
your children for God and for heaven? Can a 
transfer of obUgation be made like a transfer of 
property ? The payment of a sum of money may 
satisfy the claims of a teacher ; but can the pay- 
ment of a sum of money secure a substitute for a 
christian father or a christian mother ? Can you ex- 
onerate your consciences from the burden of paren- 
tal duty, by stipulations with a deputy ? Is it possi- 
ble to infuse a parental soul into a parental substitute ?. 
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or ts it reasonable to expect the full sende of 
parental responsibility without the actual transfer 
of parental obligation ? Is it natural for a child to 
receive impressions from the lips of a stranger, 
with the same docility with which he yields the sen- 
sibilities of the heart to her, whose maternal caresses 
have never ceased to be his delight, and to him, 
whose smile of paternal benignity is felt to be in 
every pursuit, an incentive, and a recompense ? 

What, then, is the plea with many, for not under«» 
taking personally, even the moral and religious train- 
ing of their children ? It is, that business engrosses 
their time. But what is the plea for pursuing the 
business of the world with such unremitting and 
absorbing assiduity? It is, that they may make 
provision for their children. So then they act on 
principles the very reverse of all those for whipb 
I have been pleading ; and disregarding the grand 
design of the domestic constitution, their arrange- 
ments are precisely what they would be, with good 
reason, if the great end of God in the formation of 
families were to secure a provision for the life th^t 
now is, without the necessity of solicitude in re- 
ference to that which is to come. May you, my 
beloved friends, be both wiser and happier. May 
you be blessed in yourselves, and blessings to your 
children. May yours be the hallowed joy of seeing 
them all " walking ift the truth." Whatever be 
their age, converse with them frequently, and 
familiarly, and affectionately, on the things which 
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them, hut with them^ Let me recommend that not 
Only with the asdemhled family, but also with each 
of them privately, you would pour out your hedrt 
before God in earnest intercession : and may the 
Lord fulfil that most cheering promise : — " t will 
poUr itay spidt upon thy seed, and my blessing 
' upon thihe offspring. One shall sfty, I atn th^ 
Lord's ; and another shall call himself by the n^me 
of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his hand 
unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name 
^f Israel." 

My dear young friends, unite fervently with your 
parents in that prayer. Oh, with what solicitude 
your parents, your friends, your pastor, are now 
Watching the formation and development of your 
character ! What are, at this time, your prevailing 
desires and dispositions ? What order of associates 
are you selecting ? What is the class of books 
which you are most inclined to read? What are 
the recreations and amusements for which you have 
a predilection ? With what spirit and temper are 
you conducting yourselves towards your parents? 
It has been said, and I fear not without some truth, 
that one of the signs of the times in which we live 
is, the spirit of insubordination in early life, and 
especially of disobedience to parents. Let me 
beseech you, my dear young friends, to guard 
against every approach to such base ingratitude, and 
«uch disgraceful turpitude. There is not a single 
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precept of the Divine Law enforced by stronger 
sanctions than the command, " Honour thy father 
and thy mother." " Obey your parents in the 
Jiord, for it is right." This is " the first commands 
ment with promise ;" for, it is added, in the language 
of encouragement, " that it may be well with thee» 
and that thou mayest live long on the earth." 
Greatly Vfdue your peculiar advantages, if you have 
the privilege of still residing under the parental 
rpofy after the ordinary period of education i9 
terminated, and during your youthful progress 
towards n^aturity. I congratulate you on the mapy. 
sigpal advantages and opportimities which, under 
such f^ircum^tances, it is your happiness to enjoy. 
Value them gratefully, and improve them diligently ; 
^d let i^ appeair, that in propprtion as your 
advancing years diminish the direct; restraints of 
parental authority, they serve only to increase the 
delight, with which you render to your father and, 
your mother the homage of affectionate veneration, 
and the tribute of spontaneous obedience. 

It remains for me now, with all possible concise-^ 
ness, to exhibit, 

Thiedly, The connexion between the religion pf 
f^ilies and the prosperity of churches, 

With a view to exhibit this connexion, I observe^-. 

1 . J'hat which a man is in the family f we may 
expect him to be in the church. 

Ppint out ^ man whose soul prospers, by th^ 
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indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and whose &mily 
exhibits indications of spiritual prosperity, by the 
blessing of God on his assiduities to promote 
domestic religion, and you may reasonably calculate 
on his usefulness, in advancing the prosperity of the 
Church. In general it will be found, that he who 
acquits himself well in one relation, will not be 
unmindful of the duties of another. If the heart 
be right with God, and consecrated to his glory, 
the same elevated and commanding principles which 
exert their practical influence in the family, will be 
developed, on a more extended scale of operation, 
in the Church. The heart being established with 
grace, the actuating principles of the renewed na« 
ture, are in every relation unchanging and uncom-> 
promising. " He that is faithfid in that which is 
least, is faithful also in much." 

2. A holy and spiritual family naturally be- 
comes a nursery for the Church. 

Not only are families the elements out of which 
churches are formed, but often has one single family 
been the embryo of a church. Where was there a 
church on earth in the days of Abraham, if not in 
the family of the father of the faithful ? Amidst 
the rising glories of the Church of Christ, the salu- 
tations of the Apostle Paul were addressed, not 
obly to Philemon, but also to the Church in his 
bouse. And even when a Church embodies so 
great a collection of families, or parts of families, 
Jts to form a numerous assemblage, is it not to be 
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expected, that materials for its enlargement will 
be perpetually supplied by the families of believers? 
If christian parents do their duty, are they not 
acting as pastors over their own households ? Have 
ihey not high encouragement to expect, that 
their labours will not be in vain in the Lord? 
Iiistead of the fathers, should we not behold the 
diildren, who should be '* accounted to the Lord 
as a generation " of his own people ? May not 
instances of conversion be expected in the history 
of families as well as in the records of the sanctuary? 
Is not this expectation abundantly justified by 
facts ? May it not be said of the " dwellings of 
Jacob," as well as of "the gates of Zion," in re- 
ference to the new birth, — " This and that child was 
born there ? " Is it not often difficult to ascertain 
whether the young disciple be most indebted to the 
parent or to the pastor ? Are not the christian 
parent and the christian pastor '* fellow-helpers" 
and "fellow-labourers?" "And herein is that 
saying true ; one soweth and another reapeth. And 
he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto life eternal : that both he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together." 

3. Christian families contribute to our churchen 
a great proportion of that agency which is actively 
employed in doing good. 

Every family, according to its station, and its 
number, and its resources, is the centre of a certain 
sphere of influence. It has its relatives, its friends. 
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and its dependents, over whom it has the means of 
exerting a certain degree of moral power, if not 
even of ascendency. Now this influence will he 
r^arded hy a christian family, as a talent entrusted 
to them for improvement, with a view to the highesft 
utility. Nor is there any economy upon earth which 
displays more of moral heauty, than that of a well- 
ordered family, under the guidance of parental 
discretion, going forth, from day to day, on their 
arands of kindness and visits of mercy, with 
christian simplicity of spirit, and unostentatious 
benevolence. To whom, my dear young friends, 
ishould we look hut to you, for that numerous band 
ef agents which we require, in our associations for 
doing good throughout the district in which we 
reside, and especially among the children of the 
poor ? Are you already thus engs^ed ? " Be ye 
then steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

4. Nothing is necessary to secure a revival 
in religion, but the multiplication of families, dis- 
tinguished by spiritual prosperity. 

Were all the families which compose this con- 
gregation imitators of the patriarchal pattern, ex- 
hibited in our text, what a scene of beauty and of 
glory would be presented to our admiring view! 
It woidd bear resemblance to those scenes of joy 
and gladness, both in families and in churches, 
^hich, not without reason, have been pronounced 
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the evidences of a revival in religion. Pray, my 
beloved brethren, with most intense fervour of 
supplication, that He who heareth prayer would 
vouchsafe to favour us with some approaches to 
that glorious prosperity. Remember, for the ex« 
citement of the prayer of faith, that He has actually 
said, in his faithful promise, " Fear not, O Jacob, 
my servant, and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. 
For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my Spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thy offspring." 
Now, then, christian parents, let us say, with all 
the confidence of believing expectation, " Let thy 
work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us : and establish thou the work of 
our hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands, 
establish thou it.*' Amen and Am^n. 
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DISCOURSE IIL 

On a Revival in Social Religion. 



ACTS IX. 31. 

THlBNHAD THE CHURCHES REST THROUOHOUT ALL JUD^A AND 
GALILEE AND SAMARIA, AND WERE EDIFIED ; AND WALKING 
IV THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND IN THE COMFORT OF THE 
HOLY OHOBT, WERE MULTIPLIED. 

A STORM of persecution had gathered over the 
churches, and had poured upon them all its fury. 
But had it quenched the zeal or reduced the numher 
of the disciples of Christ ? " They whom it scattered 
abroad, went every where preaching the gospel." 
When the storm subsided, did tranquillity degene- 
rate into torpor and supineness? "Then had the 
churches rest, — and were edified, and were multi- 
plied." Well may that cause prosper which derives 
advantage, not only from its friends, but also from 
its foes ; not only from obvious facilities, but also 
from apparent obstacles. Well may that vessel be 
expected to effect a speedy and a prosperous course* 
which is prepared not only to outride the gale, but 
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also, by the power of an internal agency, majestically 
to plough the ocean, amidst the breathless serenity 
of the calm. Such is the church of Christ. Why 
then should persecutors rage, or any longer imagine 
a vain thing ? The church has long since learned 
to say : — " If God be for uii, who can be against 
us ?" May the unction from the Holy One descend 
upon your hearts and mine, while I endeavour to 
direct your thoughts to the delineation here given 
of the true prosperity of christian churches, and to 
the best means of promoting that prosperity. 
Let us then contemplate, 

First, The delineation given in the text, of the 
true prosperity of christian churches. We 

have before us the outline of two prominent charac- 
teristics of the apostolic churches. 

1. The churches were edified. 

The metaphor is taken from a building which is 
gradually reared, and fitted to be the residence of 
him for whom it is designed. " Now ye," said the 
apostle, "are builded together for a habitation 
of God through the Spirit. Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? The temple of God i« holy; 
which temple ye are." In reference then to indi- 
vidual believers, (and of such elements the spiritual 
building is constructed,) it may be said, that to be 
edified is to be built up in the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus ; to be established more and 
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more in the faith once delivered to the saints ; and 
to be confirmed in all the principles and habits of 
that holiness which prompts to the performance of 
" whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report." Now if every believer 
be a living temple of the Spirit of God, the glory of 
that temple must consist in the manifestation of the 
presence and the power of the indwelling Deity. 
But where the Holy Spirit dwells and reigns, he 
establishes that kingdom which is ** righteousness, 
and peace, and joy;" and in proportion to the 
working of his mighty power, " the work of right- 
eousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteous- 
ness quietness and assurance for ever." 

2. The churches were multiplied. The number 
of believers was augmented by great accessions 
to churches already in existence, and new churches 
were, in every direction, planted, and watered, and 
rendered fruitful ; "so mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed." In the end of the second 
chapter of this history of the apostolic churches, it 
is recorded, that "the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved," or rather such as 
were already brought into a state of salvation. On 
the first effusion of the Holy Spirit at Jerusalem, 
it would seem, that the " terror of the Lord " pro- 
duced deep consternation in the hearts of multitudes, 
who, but a few w^eks before, had rejected the Sa- 
viour, and exclaimed, with rancorous malignity. 
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"Crucify him, crucify him!" "The sword of the 
Spirit, quick and powerful," was wielded with glo- 
rious energy ; and thousands, pierced to the very 
heart, were compelled to cry, " What shall we do 
to be saved?" But it appears from the text, that in 
the progress of the work of grace, the triumphs of 
the gospel were also achieved by methods, which 
resembled not so much the hurricane, or the earth- 
quake, or the fire, as "the still small voice " once 
heard by the prophet Elijah Even at Jerusalem^ 
at the very time of the Pentecostal effusion of the 
Spirit, no sooner had the three thousand convertg 
found joy. £uid peace in believing, than their " sted- 
l^t continuance in the apostles' doctrine and fellow- 
ship, with gladness and singleness of heart," began 
4;o exert an attractive influence, o£ most winnii^g and 
persuasive power. An emotion of indescribable 
awe and veneradon pervaded the soul of every 
observer ; and the discipleif of Jesus of Nazareth 
had "favour with all the people." Thus it was 
also during the season of repose granted to the 
churches of Judaea, and Galilee, and Samaria : while 
" walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghost, they were multiplied." A 
new scene of beauty and of glory was exhibited, 
both to Jewish and Gentile observers. They be- 
held a united band of men, whose ruling principle 
was the fear of the Lord, and whose fraternal 
fellowship was cemented by "the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost." Is it surprising that many should 
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have been convinced, that God was unquestionably 
with them, and therefore constrained to say, " We 
will go with you, for we believe that God is with 
you ?" My brethren, what commanding power, both 
of argument and of persuasion, is brought into ex- 
ercise, when, in the character of christians and of 
christian churches, there is seen the combination of 
high principle and of holy joy ; and when the admi- 
nistration of divine ordinances is obviously a source 
of hallowed delight ! In the worship of the primi- 
tive churches the most beneficial impression appears 
to have been produced on litpectators, by a stedfast 
continuance in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and '* in breaking of bread " in the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper. Has not the beneficial tendency of 
that awakening and touching exhibition been too 
much disregarded in our churches? Has not the 
prevailing usage amongst churches of our oij^er 
been alike unfavourable to the edification and to the 
multiplication of communicants ? The Lord's Supper 
is usually dispensed after the conclusion of a public 
service, when the energies of the pastor and of the 
people, instead of being fresh and vigorous, are 
often not a little exhausted ; and when the congre- 
gation at large have turned their back on the table 
o£ the Lord, and actually quitted the sanctuary I 
I rejoice, my dear brethren, in the persuasion that 
most of you participate with me, in cordially ap- 
proving the reformation, which in this respect we 
have for some time introduced into our discipline ; 
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in the additional edification we now derive from this 
most cheering ordinance, and in the invaluable op- 
portunity it affords, of making an appeal to the 
hearts of the numerous and interested witnesses of 
our communion. Already have we abundant reason 
to bless God, that imder this arrangement, believers 
have been both edified and multiplied: and most 
earnestly and affectionately do I entreat my friends 
and hearers who are not members of the church, 
that on these solemn occasions, so favourable to the 
promotion of their highest interests, they will not 
forsake our assembly. 

But I am already anticipating considerations which 
rather pertain to the second division of this Dis- 
cc^rse, on which it is more accordant with our 
present purpose chiefly to enlarge. Let me, then, 
endeavour to set before you. 

Secondly, The best means of promoting the 
prosperity of christian churches. 

In addition, then, to the attractive power of a 
bright example, let me specify, 

1. Earnest prayer for the more copious effusion 
of the Holy Spirit. 

There are three characteristics of successful 
prayer for those blessings of the highest order, 
which are distinctly promised. 

The first is believing prayer, or the prayer of 
faith. Let us pray for the Holy Spirit, believ- 
ing that God is really disposed to grant us the 
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heavenly gift. Let us remember that " God who 
camiot lie," who will not encourage an unfounded 
expectation, is actually pledged to bestow the 
blessing. It is true, that before he gave the pro- 
mise, he was under no obligation to confer the 
stupendous benefit; but having placed the promise 
on record, in the face of heaven and earth, every 
attribute of his character is pledged for its per- 
formance. Beloved brethren, are you not amazed 
and confounded at your own unbelief? You can 
rely, without difficulty and without hesitation, on 
the veracity of a friend, and yet you have har- 
boured in your heart many an unbelieving sus- 
picion as to the fulfilment of this promise of God. 
On your next visit to the throne of grace, plead the 
promise with all the confidence of faith< Cherish 
the firm assurance, that prayer is the very means 
appointed for the attainment of the blessing. God 
himself has established the connexion between the 
means and the end ; it is therefore your duty and 
interest to realize that connexion. God might have 
given his Holy Spirit, had it so pleased him, with- 
out any intervention of prayer ; but such is not his 
pleasure. He requires the act — the reiteration — 
the importunity of prayer; and when he designs 
largely to bestow the gift, he excites the spirit of 
believing importunity. Let your supplication be 
" the inwrought fervent prayer of the righteous 
man,'' and assuredly you shall find that it '^availeth 
much." 
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A second characteristic of successful intreaty is 
united prayer. "If two 6f you," said the Saviour>- 
"ishall agree on earth, as touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father who is in heaven. ' For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 1 in 
the midst of them." Let us strive then, my bre* 
thren, and wrestle with God, for the Holy Spirit, 
when we are assembled, on the Lord's day, in the 
house of prayer. Let our meetings for prayer in 
the course of the week, be highly valued and regu- 
larly frequented, as means both adapted and ap- 
pointed for the attainment of our hearts' desire.; 
Let our monthly church-n^etings be attended, nof 
only for the sake oi the interesting transactions of 
which they are the scene, bat also for the sake of 
the golden opportunity they afford of uniting 
together " even as the heart of one man," in 
full combination of strength, to put forth the 
power of prayer. Let our prayer-meetings for the 
specific purpose of seeking the Holy Spirit, ani<- 
mating and encouraging as they are, be still more 
numerously attended* Brethren, can your time be 
spent more delightfully or more profitably ? May 
we not apply to such engagements those words^ 
of Him who heareth prayer : -r" Prove me now 
herewith ;— if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it." Allow me 
also, strongly to recommend a measure which hast 
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been urged with pastoral earnestness by two of my 
honoured friends who are distinguished by their wis- 
dom and their success : it is that social meetings for 
reading the Scriptures and for prayer, should be mul- 
tiplied extensively among the members of the church. 
If the presence and blessing of our Redeemer be 
insured by promise to the union of two of his dis- 
ciples in the act of supplication, how great would be 
the aggregate of the power of prayer, even in our 
own christian society, were voluntary groups of 
four or five members to unite in their own habita- 
tions, as domestic convenience might permit, in 
imploring at the throne of grace the gifl of the 
Holy Spirit. 

May I not also with good reason advert to our 
Missionary prayer meetings ? Is there not on these 
occasions a kind of general concert for prayer and 
praise throughout our country, and throiighout the 
world ? Do we not meet for purposes directly asso- 
ciated with the glory of our enthroned Redeemer and 
the conversion of " the world that lieth in wicked- 
ness ?'* Do we not meet together for the very pur- 
pose of praying that the Lord our God would ** pour 
out his Spirit upon all flesh?" Do we not well 
know, that it is " not by might nor by power" such 
as man can exert, but by the Spirit of God, that all 
nations shall be blessed in Jesus, and shall call him 
blessed ? How is it dien to be accounted for, my 
brethren, that these meetings are not more attrac- 
tive? Ought they not to inspire the deepest 
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interest ? Ought not a union of churches in such a 
district as our own to secure a full and overflowing 
attendance? 

A third characteristic of successful supplication 
is expectant prayer. Shall we not confidently ex-^ 
pect that which God has absolutely promised to 
give, and which it is unquestionably for his glory to 
bestow ? Now is it not for the glory of God, that 
churches should be edified and multiplied, and that 
much people should be added to the Lord ? Is it 
not thus that the Redeemer is to see of the trayail 
of his soul and to be satisfied ? Is it not to effect 
purposes such as these, that he has ascended the 
throne of universal sovereignty, and that he directs 
at his pleasure all events ? Let me ask, further, is 
it not perfectly easy for God to gi^ailt a revival of 
religion among us^ and among other British churches, 
by granting the abundant efiusion of his Spirit ? 
Are not the hearts of all men subject to his power ? 
Are not all their faculties under hb control ? With 
perfect facility he can fix in their consciences con** 
vietions of sin ; he can open ' the eyes of their 
understanding ; he can lead them to disieern their 
need of a Saviour; he can induce them to abandon 
every fallacious reliance; he can effeetusdly urge 
them to ** flee for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope set before them ;" he can a^compliish in them 
/* all the good pleasure of his goodness and the 
work of faith with power." Why then should we 
not expect this " glorious working of his mighty 
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power ?" He has recendy " made bare his arm" in 
the sight of a distant nation, and has revealed his 
poWer ** as in the days of old." Be it remembered 
also, that these instances of revivals in religion are, 
in truth, so many instances of the success of prayer. 
Let this then, be the confidence that we can say we 
have in God, *' that if we ask anything, according to 
his will, he heareth us; and if we know that he 
hears us, we know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him." — " Before they caU," he h^s 
said, " I will answer, and while they are yet 
speaking I will hear." '* If ybu never expect a 
revival," said an American pastor, whose church 
was soon afleriyards signally favoured, '* you will 
never enjoy one. But if you expect it, you will 
desire it^ you will pray for it; and your eflbrts 
will all correspond with this high expectation. You 
will look to God, and rely on God in all you do. — 
O Christians, who can tell, but the day of blessing 
is near ? While bowing your knees, like the pro- 
phet, on the top of Carmel, some herald of mercy 
may tell you of ' a little cloud,' which, though ' no 
bigger than a man's hand,* may soon cover the 
heavens, and pour down the refreshing shower." 
Lift up your hearts, my dear brethren, in earnest 
aspirations to a covenant God, that as this cheering 
anticipation was realized in that Church, it may 
be now cherished and soon realized in our own ! 

Among the best means of promoting the pros- 
perity of churches, let me specify. 
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2, The combined exertions of all who are united 
in christian fellowship. 

There must be a hallowed union of efforts as 
well as of supplications. Diligence in exertion is 
as requisite as the spirit of dependence. The very 
man who said : — " Neither is he that planteth any- 
thing, neither he that watereth ;" said also, *' I 
laboured more abundantly than they all." Let me 
read to you the spirit-stirring exhortation he ad- 
dressed to the members of a numerous church, 
with a view to excite them to unwearied assiduity 
in doing good : — " As we have many members in 
one body, and all members have not tlie same office ; 
so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another. Having then 
gifts, differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 
to the proportion of faith ; or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering ; or he that teacheth, on teach <- 
ing ; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation ; he that 
giveth, let him do it with simplicity ; he that ruleth, 
with diligence ; he that sheweth mercy, with cheer- 
fulness ; distributing to the necessity of saints, 
given to hospitality." This directory includes 
every thing essential to those exertions which are 
adapted to promote a revival in religion. It com- 
prises both official and unofficial assiduity. 

From official diligence in the Church, we naturally 
anticipate important results. That much devolves 
and much depends on the Pastor, I am deeply and 
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tiremblingly aware. " To spend and be spent" in 
the service, is the privilege of those who have 
** counted the cost," and who desire to prescribe to 
themselves no limits of exertion except those of 
time and strength. To the responsible office of 
Deacon also the apostolic exhortation applies, and 
if, (which is my own happiness,) the Deacons co-* 
operate with the Pastor, his anxieties are dimi- 
nished, his heart is encouraged, his labours are 
facilitated, and his success is greatly promoted. 
The spirit of the apostolic injunction extends also 
to all who are officially employed in our associated 
efforts to do good. It applies to the officers, the 
directors, the visitors, and the collectors of oiir 
congregational societies, and the teachers in our 
sabbath schools. I rejoice that I am addressing 
not a few of my valued friends, thus actively en- 
gaged in the career of enlightened benevolence, and 
I beseech them to persevere with unwearied assi- 
duity, " forasmuch as they know that their labour 
is not in vain in the Lord." 

But there are present many others, who are at 
least under obligations to unofficial diligence in 
doing good. If others cheerfully contribute time 
and energy to " the work of the Lord," surely you, 
ray friends, will not withhold your property or your 
influence. In addition to occasional appeals to 
your benevolence, there have been long organized 
amongst us three congregational associations, for 
objects the claims o£ which you will not be 
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inclined to dispute. The first is, the Society foV 

conducting our Schools on the Sabbath, and ouY 

Charity School of about a hundred children, who 

are instructed also through the week. The second 

is, our Benevolent Society for visiting and relieving 

the poor, especially under circumstances which 

most powerfully appeal to the heart. The third is 

our Missionary Association, to aid the diffusion of 

the everlasting Gospel throughout the heathen 

world. Shall I then ask you to seleot for your 

patronage and support, some one of these societies 

which may be most congenial with your views and 

feelings ? No, my brethren, I will not do you the 

injustice to presume that you can be insensible to 

the claims of any one of them, or reluctant to enrol 

your names on the list of their supporters, to such 

an extent as the arrangements of Providence may 

permit. The widow's mite will be as acceptable to 

God, and as powerful in bringing down his blessing, 

as the rich man's splendid contribution. Be it 

your solicitude and your delight to render unto the 

Lord according to that which you have received. 

Under the impulse of gratitude to Him, " who for 

our sake became poor," consider what it is which 

you owe to your Lord. In the anticipation of that 

day, on which you must give an account of your 

stewardship, consider what proportion of your 

income or your earnings, you should consecrate t6 

the cause' of God and of benevolence. Have you 

not already found that it is more blessed to give 
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than to receive ? Will you not find ere long that 
*' lie who soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, 
and that he who soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully?" 

But imagine not, my dear friends, that unofficial 
contributions to the cause of Christ can safely be 
restricted to pecuniary beneficence. Not one of 
you is released, or can be released, from the obli- 
gation to endeavour to rescue from eternal perdition 
the souls of those around you, within the sphere of 
your influence, who are evidently neglecting the 
great salvation. You are required to aim at " con- 
verting sinners from the error of their ways.'* Let 
me recommend to your serious consideration the 
inquiries, the appeals, and the remonstrances con- 
tained in an American Tract, entitled, " The Con- 
version of Sinners a common Christian Duty." 

From this energetic and awakening address, 
which it may not be in your power to obtain, let 
me now read to you a few pungent extracts ; and 
may the power of the Holy Spirit give them 
effect ! 

** What is it to * convert a sinner V The word 
implies an exertion— a direct agency — something 
more than to pray for him— something more than 
to set him a proper example. To convert, 
as the original word imports, is to influence, to 
move, to persuade, to convince, to turn: by any 
and every means that may be used, to ' turn a 
sinner from the error of his way.' Let, then, the 
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question be, Are we now striving to convert, to 
turn our children, our servants, our relatives, and 
acquaintance, and backsliding brethren, from sin to 
holiness ? Is there one in this wide circle of in- 
fluence upon whom we have fixed our eye, our 
heart, and over whom we are now exerting an 
influence that, with the blessing of God, may bring 
him to the knowledge of the truth ? If we are thus 
doing, in but one instance, then we apprehend the 
nature and extent of the duty required, and may 
look to the rich and glorious encouragement, which 
the promises of God give to such exertions." 

" Let me say also, that it is a becoming charac- 
teristic of the piety of the present day, for private 
Christians to be anxious and watchful to convert 
sinners. A great change is taking place throughout 
the church in this respect: and among the signs, 
that the Saviour's universal kingdom is rapidly 
approaching, this is one of the clearest and most 
promising. The love of souls, and exertions^ for 
their salvation in every possible way, is becoming a 
leading test of practical piety ; and already do many 
that * name the name of Christ,' especially where 
vital religion is most seen and felt, begin to tremble 
and doubt of their interest in Christ, if they be not 
found giving, not their gold and silver merely, but^ 
like the Apostle, * what they have,* — their time, 
their talents, their direct and positive influence, to 
the cause of truth and righteousness. Yes, brethren, 
a Christian is now persuaded that he has something 
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more to do than to pray, or set an example of pas-^ 
sive goodness, or contribute to a Bible or Missionary 
fund, if he would come up to the virtue and glory 
of imitating his Divine Redeemer: a deeper and 
more swaying sentiment occupies his bosom, which 
prompts him to say to his friend and to his brother, 
* Know the Lord;' which constrains him to fill up 
his own sphere of influence, be it greater or less, 
with the light and power of the Gospel." 

** Many imagine they would be disposed to be 
active, if they thought themselves qualified to do 
any good. Some think themselves destitute of the 
requisite talents ; others, that they have not suffi- 
cient weight of character and influence ; others, 
^t they cannot overcome their natural diffidence ; 
othe^, that they have no time or opportunities for 
such a duty. We may judge for ourselves whether 
such excuses are valid — I should say, whether they 
are not used as apologies for unjustifiable neglect. 
Whom do we hear complaining of being destitute 
of the requisite talents, when he would engage hia 
friend or neighbour in some worldly scheme? 
Though he feel the want of more, he uses what he 
has to the best advantage. And why? Because he 
is deeply interested. And will you — dare you. 
Christians, because you have not ten talents at your 
disposal, bury the one which you have ? WiU you, 
because you have not the qualifications of a preacher 
of the Gospel, refuse to speak to your relative 
or friend about his salvation ? And who is so 



destitute o( weight of character and influence, in A 
religious sense, that he can do nothing V* 

** Christians, do you love the souls of men? You 
love your children, domestics, friends, acquaintance, 
because they are your children, your domestics^ 
your friends ; but do you love them because they 
are spiritual, immortal beings, and must be for ever 
happy or miserable? * If ye love them which love 
you,' said our Saviour, * what thank have ye ? Do 
not even publicans and sinners the same V To try 
this feeling, select an individual from among your 
friends or acquaintance, who has no special claims 
on you, but who is nevertheless erring from the 
truth, and going down to death. Do you love him ? 
Have you anything of the feeling which the blessed 
Saviour would have manifested for such a one, thus 
thrown within the circle of his influence ? Do 
you ever think of his soul : of what immense value 
it is ; what a high place it holds in the universe ; 
and that there is danger of its being lost ?" " If 
not, then, you know not what it is to love the 
souls of men ; and of course must be strangers to 
the love of Christ and of God. But if you do— if 
you have such views and feelings — why not obey 
the impulse they naturally give, and go to that 
individual, and speak to him of his error — of his 
soul's salvation — and, if possible, win him to Christ ? 
Oh, if Christians were but faithftil, how many would 
have occasion to thank them now, and in the last 
day to ' rise up and call them blessed V " 
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When we look forwj^rd to a day of judgment^ 
and consider what may then be the result of the 
influence which we are now exerting upon one 
another, are we not filled with fear and trembling ? 
Will it not then appear that the neglect of a father 
or mother has been death to his children ? that the 
unfaithfulness of a friend has been death to a friend ? 
But Oh, what joy will it be to meet a soul in that 
assemblage of the unirerse, which we have * saved 
from death ;' be it a child, or a servant, or a friend, 
or a neighbour, or a heathen ! What joy to be able 
to say of those we loved so dearly in this world, 
and have converted from the error of their way, 
^ Here, Lord, am I, and the children which thou 
Jbast given me!' What joy, to see in ourselves 
frilfilled that glorious promise, * They that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
for ever and ever!' " 

s 

In addition to the means alrealty specified, with 
a view to promote the prosperity of churches, let 
me urge, with brevity but with earnestness, 

3. Deep solicitude to guard against every thing 
jyhich would impede a revival in religion. 

The want of brotherly love will be an impediment 
to a revival. It wiU present to the world the very 
reverse of that attractive manifestation which is de- 
picted in our text ; and it will grieve and quench 
the Holy Spirit, on whose vivifying influence every 
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thing depends. Guard then, my brethren, against 
every uncharitable thought and feeling and expres- 
sion ; guard against every thing in spirit and temper 
which might be in danger of producing alienation of 
heart. 

Conformity to the world will impede a revival* 
" Be not conformed to this world, but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind." "Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the imclean thing, and I will 
receive you." *' But what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness ? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial ?" The line of demarcation be- 
tween the church and the world must be strongly 
and boldly marked out. Dare to be decided ; dare 
to be consistent ; dare, if necessary, to be singidar. 
Shrink not from the avowal of your principles. 
Tolerate not in your hearts the fear of man. Con- 
fess Christ before men, and account it your glory 
to suffer reproach for his sake. Remember his 
own words ; ** Whoever shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father who is in 
heaven." 

Selfishness will impede a revival. One of the 
gloomiest indications is given of the need of a re-* 
vival, when "all seek their own, not the things 
which are Jesus Christ's. Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others." Self must be denied. The self-devoted 
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sacrifice must be consecrated to the Lord. Deeply 
and habitually must we feel, that we are not our 
own. If our churches are to flourish, it must be by 
the revival and the prevalence of those principles 
which exerted a commanding influence on the pri- 
mitive Christians, so as to authorise the Apostle to 
say " none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth 
to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the Lord ; 
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord's." Oh that we could all adopt these words, 
as expressive of our character and of our course ! 
May the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
constrain us to live no longer to ourselves, but 
to him who died for us and rose again! May 
the love of God be shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit given unto us ! " O Lord our 
God, revive thy work in the midst of the years." 
Fidfil to us that word of promise to thine ancient 
people ; — ** I will be as the dew unto Israel ; he 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 
Lebanon. They shall revive as the corn, and grow 
as the vine. Ephraim shall say, What have I to 
do any more with idols ? I have heard him, and I 
will make him flourish Uke a green fir-tree. From 
me is thy fruit supplied. Who is wise, and he shall 
understand these things ; prudent, and he shall 
know them ? For the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the just shall walk therein." — " Save now, we 
beseech thee, Lord : O Lord, we beseech thee. 
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send now prosperity." Pray, my beloved brethren, 
pray with intenseness of desire, "for the peace of 
Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within 
thy palaces. For my brethren and companions' 
sakes I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because 
of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy 
good." '* God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
and cause his face to shine upon us ; that thy W&y 
may be known upon earth, thy saving health among 
all nations. Let the people praise thee, O God, let 
all the people praise thee." 
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A LETTER, 



Dear Brethren in Christ Jesus, 

With all humility and afTectioii, as " fellow-work- 
ers " in the great cause of the Redeemer, we b^ 
leave respectfully to address you ; assuring you of 
our thanksgivings to God on your behalf, and our 
fervent prayers, that "grace, mercy, and peace, 
may be abundantly multiplied upon you." 

From the local circumstances in which, by 
Divine Providence, we are placed, as residents in 
the Metropolis of our country, we are called to sus* 
tain a peculiar relation to the general interests of 
the Congregational Denomination; and we fedi 
honoured in being able to render any service to our 
brethren, in reference to those secular 'concerns 
which may be connected with the prospMty and 
extension of our Churches. Meeting as Ministers 
only, in our personal capacity, and neither assuming, 
nor desiring to be considered, as the representatives 
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of an ecclesiastical body, we are, nevertheless, soli- 
citous to lay before you our convictions on some 
points, which appear to be intimately connected 
with the welfare of our churches generally, and the 
interests of the Redeemer's kingdom in the world. 
This we do with fraternal affection and confidence ; 
assured that you will attribute our communication 
to no motives, but to such as spring from a sincere 
desire to promote the greater efficiency of those 
principles which unite us to each other in the faith 
and fellowship of the Gospel. 

The appeals and inquiries which we are anxious 
to suggest for your consideration, proceed not on 
any principles or from any feelings allied to that 
morbid despondency, which would lead us to over- 
look or depreciate the reasons for devout congra- 
tulation which some aspects of the present state of 
^he Christian Church exhibit. The increase of 
evangelical Ministers in the National establishment; 
the numerous societies formed for the diffusion of 
j:he Gospel .at hqme and abroad ; the prevalence of 
more just and enlightened views of religious liberty 
in every department of society ; and the fapilities 
secured for all practicable exertions for the spread 
of ; Christianity around .'Us« are facts to which we 
advert wi^b grateful satisfaction. , At the same 
jtime thejChurches of our own order have multipUed 
in everyi part of our country ; and of late yeara, 
.both ja the metropolis, and in many of our larger 
.to3fii8, have exhibited: cheering indications .of 
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prosperity. Notwithstanding manifold reasons for 
humiliation, we rejoice that God " has not left us 
without witness " of his loving kindness. 

We have, moreover, special reason for satisfaction, 
when we reflect on the service which has been ren- 
dered to the cause of truth and holiness, by the 
Independent Churches of this country : nor can we 
conceal our recognition of the value of those prin- 
ciples which, under the divine blessing, have tended 
to secure these practical results. It would be only 
the natural effect of their operation, if the compre- 
hensive and scriptural liberality which they inspire, 
and by which we are prepared for co-operation with 
all the friends of the Redeemer, without compro- 
mise or hesitation, should lead those who profess 
them never to forget their legitimate importance. 
But we cannot conceal our regret that the tempta- 
tions in modern times to a spirit of latitudinarian 
indifference have induced too many to hold them 
lightly, or easily abandon them. It surely becomes 
us to maintain a firm and enlightened attachment to 
the principles of our ecclesiastical polity, when we 
find them productive of such great results. At the 
same time we shoidd remember that their true 
value arises from their accordance with the princi- 
ples and precedents of Apostolic Churches, and 
their subserviency to the preservation and extension 
of *^ the truth as it is in Jesus I " 

We are, therefore, dear brethren, anxious to 
deepen the conviction, that all institutions in 
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religion are important, in proportion to their con- 
nexion with the promotion of evangelical truth, and 
the influence of vital godliness* Let this connexion 
be forgotten, and the most eager contention for the 
external observances of a church, will generate only 
a barren and unproductive formality. The truth 
and holiness of the Gospel are inseparable ; and the 
Divine Spirit renders the one the immediate cause 
of the other. It is in proportion as we "abide in 
Christ that our fruit will remain, and bur Father 
in heaven will be glorified." 

It is possible that a nominal orthodoxy may be 
maintained, while there is % most inadequate sense 
of the value of spiritual religion. Amidst the gene- 
ral profession of evangelical truth, and systematic 
exertions for its difiusion, the very working of the 
moral machinery, which is employed for the pur- 
pose, may induce both mental and spiritual dissi- 
pation, and divert the mind from what is personal 
and experimental in the great concerns of religion ! 
On this account we are most solicitous that the state 
of things in our Churches, and amongst the families 
and individuals comprising them, should undergo 
the most faithful investigation. Is there not reason 
to apprehend that while there are, we trust, many 
exceptions of an encouraging nature, vital and 
practical godliness is not in that flourishing con- 
dition amongst us, which is to be so ardently de- 
sired ? Is not the line of demarcation between the 
Church and the world» in many instances, either 
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disregarded or almost imperceptible ? Is there not 
a conformity to the maxims, and manners, aild spirit 
of the world, which destroys what is characteristic 
of pure Christianity? Is not domestic religibn 
awfully neglected ? Are there not those calling 
themselves the disciples of Jesus, and publicly ap* 
pearing as the supporters of his oiiuse, who have 
no altar to God in their household, and who in- 
dulge in habits and associations which tend to de- 
stroy all impression of the value md importance of 
divine things, and thus effectually counteract in the 
family, all that is heard in the sanctuary ? Is it 
because there is not ad^uate instruction and im» 
pressiveness in the ministry of the Gospel ? Is it 
because the obligations and principles and appeals 
of that Grospel are not made with the directness, 
and urgency, and fidelity, which they demand ? Is 
it because the application of truth is not marked 
by that discrimination and force which the message 
of truth and holiness requires? If so, let us be 
humbled before Grod and lament it ! But may we 
not trace these evils to other causes? Is it not 
because, amongst many professors of religion, there 
is no hallowed flame of spiritual feeling burning on 
die altar of the heart, in the sacred recesses of soli- 
tude, where only God and the offerer are present — 
no habits of self-inspection, meditation, and prayer 
— no fervent wrestling with the Most High for 
spiritual blessings—and no devotional study of the 
Sacred Volume for the promotion of personal, 
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experimental, and practical godliness? — Is it not 
owing to these causes that domestic religion is 
neglected — the power of a public profession is 
withered and ineffective — conversions are so seldom 
witnessed in the families of such as are called Chris- 
tians — and few, comparatively, are " turned from 
darkness to light, and the power of Satan to God ? 
Dearly beloved brethren, " suffer the word of 
exhortation." We apply to ourselves as Ministers, 
of Christ, the tc^ics of inquiry we address to you* 
Let us examine ourselves. Let us be faithful to 
our avowed principles and our acknowledged obli- 
gations. We believe that tbe Gospel is the power 
of God to salvation ; that the faithful preaching of 
the Gospel is the appointed instrument for the con- 
version of men ; that the agency of the Holy Sprit 
is essential to its success ; that the exertion and the 
experience of that agency are connected with prayer ; 
that all efforts without prayer are unavailing ; and 
that God has connected the accomplishment of his 
own purposes and promises as much with the fervour 
of persevering prayer, as with any other order of 
means established by divine authority for the rege- 
neration and the happiness of the world. Then, 
£^arful and tremendous is our responsibility as the 
professed disciples of the Redeemer, if we are not 
acting and living under the habitual impression of 
these convictions. Then, while all the efforts of 
Christian zeal should not only continue but increase 
— it is the energy, the fervour, the constancy, the 
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comparative omnipotence of prayer, that should 
prove the sincerity of our profession, and demon- 
strate the power of our principles. Then, whatever 
affects the state of personal, domestic, and social 
religion, should be solemnly ascertained — humbly 
deplored — and every thing that tends to " grieve 
the Holy Spirit," and prevent our individual pro- 
gress or our public usefulness, should be renounced 
and abandoned. One sin in the heart will produce 
a spiritual gangrene and a fatal result, if not coun- 
teracted and subdued. One leak in a vessel, if not 
detected and stopped, will as effectually destroy it 
as if it were dashed upon a rock ! One Achan in 
the camp of God may render powerless and unsuc- 
cessful the energies of the people I " If we regard 
iniquity in our heart, God will not hear us !" 

We are led at the present crisis to propose these 
reflections from the intelligence so frequently re- 
ceived of late from the Transatlantic world ; and 
well may " the grace of God bestowed on the 
Churches of" America, excite our grateful adora- 
tion ! Documents and communications, of unques- 
tionable authenticity, have assured us, that in parti- 
cular districts, hundreds and thousands have been, 
in recent periods of revival, " added to the Lord" 
and " added to the Churches 1" Seasons of Pente- 
costal joy and gladness have been experienced. 
The stream of piety has widened and deepened as it 
flowed. The gay and the busy, the poor and the 
rich, the formalist and the sceptic, the self-righteous; 
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and the licentious, have been alike brought in the 
silence of reflection, and the stillness of deep and 
subdued feeling, to the throne of mercy and the 
feet of the Redeemer. Amidst such scenes of 
hallowed excitement, perso|ial godliness has risen 
to a higher elevation, and assumed a more decided 
character. Domestic piety, in all its transforming 
influence, has been more visibly manifested. Greater 
energy, simplicity, and benevolence, have marked 
the exertions of the Churches of Christ. More has 
been done and suftered for Christ, because more 
has been felt of the power and influence '* of his 
love shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit 
given unto them !" 

Brethren, is it thus with tis? Is it thus with our 
Churches ? There are, we gratefully acknowledge, 
occasional instances of a comparative revival of the 
energy and success of the Gospel amongst us : but 
are there not churches and districts in which we 
have to lament, that ** the ways of Zion mourn, and 
few go to her solemn feasts," compared with the 
numbers that might be expected to throng her 
temples and call the Redeemer blessed? And ** is 
the Spirit of the Lord straitened ?" Shall we re- 
solve the difference between the Transatlantic 
Churches, and our own, into any pecufiarities of 
national character, or any mysterious and inexpli- 
cable sovereignty in the operation of divine grace ? 
Rather let us be '* provoked to jealoUsy," and 
inquirCi^ Is there not a cause ? ** Let us search and 
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try our ways, and' turn unto the Lord,** " He hath 
never saidy * Seek ye my face * in vain!" 

Permit us to enter with some minuteness of in- - 
quiry into an investigation of the state of our social 
religion. 

Are our meetings for social prayer held and 
attended with sufficient frequency ? Is the attrac- 
tion of a Prayer Meeting, whether with or without a 
pastoral address, sufficient to secure a numerous 
attendance ? When, on occasions such as these, we 
assemhle together, is due honour rendered to Him 
who is the Teacher, the Sanctifier, and the Com- 
forter of the Church? Is there a full recognition, 
in our social prayers, of the necessity of receiving 
the Holy Spirit for all the duties and all the enjoy- 
ments of the christian life, and of the certainty that 
God will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him ? 
Have special seasons of prayer, for imploring the 
heavenly gift, been appointed in our Churches, in 
order that, agreeing together to ask this great bless* 
ing, it may be abundantly poured out upon us by 
our heavenly Father ? What is there, dear brethren, 
to forbid the hope, that upon us, even upon us, the 
Holy Spirit may be poured out in full and glorious 
effusion ? We need scarcely remind you, that time 
has been, when scenes of signal and extensive 
awakenings have been witnessed* in our native 
land. England and Scotland and Wales,* as well as 

* See an account of recent Revivals in South Wales, in the 
appended Letter. H. F. B. 
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America, have been favoured with revivals of religion 
which deserve to be held in perpetual remembrance. 

Do fervent supplications continually ascend from 
the members of our Churches, on behalf of the 
Pastors of their choice ? In the sanctuary, in the 
family, and in the closet, do they habitually inter- 
cede for those who have so often reiterated the 
apostolic intreaty — " Brethren, pray for us ? " Is 
there displayed towards them the affectionate con- 
fidence and deference due to those who are called 
and qualified to preside over them, and who '* watch 
for their souls as those that must give account ? " 
When reference is made to their diaracter and their 
services, in the familiarity of domestic intercourse 
is it in a spirit adapted to strengthen their beneficial 
influence over the mind, and to impress upon the 
memory and upon the heart the truths conveyed in 
their public ministrations? Are the domestic ar- 
rangements of the Lord's day favourable to the 
impressions of the pulpit ? Is the internal economy 
of the family conducted on principles adapted to 
the sanctification of the Sabbath ? Are the efforts 
of the Pastor seconded by the co-operation of the 
Parent and the Master ? Do Parents and Pastors 
sufficiently consider the obligations connected with 
the ordinance of Infant Baptism? Are the chil- 
dren thus dedicated to God the objects of watchful 
solicitude ? Is there no want of assudity in training 
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord ? 

Is the choice of Deacons in our Churches regulated 



97 

by the principles of the New Testament ? Are our 
respected brethren, who sustain that important office, 
so discharging its duties as to " procure for them- 
selves a good degree and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus ?" Do they zealously call 
forth, and kindly convey the liberality of the Church 
towards its indigent members ? Are they duly 
solicitous to exonerate the Pastor as much as pos- 
sible from the pressure of secular care, and domestic 
anxieties, that he may make " full proof of his mi- 
nistry?" Are they his prompt, and liberal, and 
faithfid coadjutors, " abounding in the work of the 
Lord ? " 

In our Christian fellowship, are we exercising 
over each other the mutual inspection of fidelity 
and love ; or (to use the language of Dr. Owen) 
" the charitative episcopacy," — the affectionate 
oversight, — " of the first Christians ? " Are we 
" looking diligently lest," in our communion, 
" any man fail of the grace of God ? lest any root 
of bitterness spring up to trouble us," shooting 
forth its insidious fibres, and'^at length extending 
its deadly shade ? Are we maintaining in tlie spirit 
of love that purity of discipline which " cannot 
bear them which are evil," but which exercises the 
power which the Lord hath given to the Churches, 
*' for edification and not for destruction ? " Is the 
spirit of mutual vigilance blended with the spirit 
of mutual intercession? Do we pray much for 
each other in private as well as in public ? Do we 
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'* bear one another's burthens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ ?" Do we cultivate and manifest that love 
which is the fulfilling of his law ? The Lord grant 
us grace, to cultivate more and more that love, 
** which sufFereth long, and is kind ; which en- 
vieth not? which vaunteth not itself; is not puffed 
up ; doth not behave itself unseemly ; seeketh 
not her own; is not easily provoked; thinketh 
no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth ; which beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endure th all things." 

Are our Churches diligent in exertion^ as well as 
earnest in supplication that the Lord may add con- 
tinually to the number of the saved ? In addition 
tp the efforts which are made for the instruction of 
children in our Sunday Schools, are we endeavour- 
ing to make aggressive inroads into the empire of 
moral darkness, and to induce the unenlightened and 
neglected of our population to enter the sanctuary 
of our God ; that, on a scale of more extended use- 
fulness, to the poor the Gospel may be preached ? 

Never let us forget, dear brethren, that the or-!> 
ganization of a Christian Church is designed, not 
merely for the edification of its members, but also 
for the glory of Christ, in the illumination of the 
world. Let us gratefully rejoice in the conviction, 
that a Christian Church, constituted on apostolic 
principles, is a moral engine, simple, indeed, in its 
construction, yet admirably adapted for the ex- 
ertion of that power, which is " mighty through 
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God." Be it, then, the concern of our Ministers, 
our Deacons, and all our Brethren, to the full extent 
of their influence, to give energy and impulse to the 
system of instrumentality, which owes its origin 
to divine wisdom, and its efficiency to divine power. 
Let all the resources and all the energies which our 
Churches can command be placed in requisition. 
Let time, and talent, and influence, and property, 
all be consecrated to the cause of ** Him who loved 
us, and gave himself for us." Let a new and 
enlarged scale of pecuniary contribution, for the 
spread of the Gospel, both at home and abroad, 
render it evident that every Christian has delibe- 
rately considered, what portion of his income or his 
earnings is due to his Lord ! Let the spirit of dili- 
gence in exertion, be duly blended with the spirit 
of dependence on help from above. Let the frame 
and temper of our minds be such as will find ap- 
propriate utterance in that prayer, which even the 
ancient Church, under a more restrictive dispensa-^ 
tion, delighted to offer—" God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us ; and cause his face to shine upon us : 
that thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations. Let the people praise 
thee, O God ; let all the people praise thee." 

May we be permitted, in concluding this fraternal 
communication, to address a few words, with most 
respectful deference, to our beloved brethren in the 
Christian Ministry. 

In receiving this unreserved avowal of our views 
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and our desires, in reference to the state of our 
Churches, it is more than possible, dear and 
honoured Brethren, that some emotions may be 
awakened in your hearts, which will respond to those 
by which our own are oppressed. Humbled and 
abased before our God, under a sense of past and 
present deficiencies, how greatly do we need the 
relief of that tranquillizing assurance, that " we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous, who is also the propitiation for our sins." 
Nor less do we need the encouragement of that 
glorious declaration of our Head and Lord — " My 
grace is sufficient for thee : my strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Sustained by these assur- 
ances, we will venture to suggest a few inquiries, 
which we solemnly engage to press upon our own 
hearts. 

Have we appropriated a sufficient proportion of 
our time to the devotional study of the Scriptures, 
and to the enjoyment of retired communion with 
the God of our salvation, —the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit ? Have we implored and cul- 
tivated, as we ought, spirituality and heavenliness 
of mind ? Have we duly honoured the Holy Spirit 
in our public prayers and discourses? Have we 
given due prominence, in our ministrations, to the 
distinguishing doctrines of the gospel of grace? 
Have we diligently endeavoured to combine energy 
of thought with simplicity of expression, aiming 
only to " magnify Christ, and to save souls 
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from death?'' Do we constantly attempt to draw 
the line of demarcation between the believer and 
the mibeliever? Do we endeavour to make thef 
strongest appeals to the conscience of the uncon- 
verted, and to urge the direct command, and the 
universal obligation, to repent without delay, and 
to believe on the Lord Lord Jesus Christ, that they 
may be saved? Are we solicitous to adopt the 
most efficient methods of gaining the attention of 
the young, and of directing their feet into the way 
of peace ? Do we apply ourselves vigorously to 
the arduous work of pastoral visitation, in order to 
render it available to the highest purposes of our 
ministry? Have we endeavoured to give an im- 
pulse and a direction to all the energies and all the 
resources of the people of our charge, " that they 
may do good, that they may be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate ? " 

For the freedom with which we have thus ven- 
tured to suggest momentous inquiries both to 
Churches and to Pastors, we attempt, dear and 
honoured brethren, no apology. We cast ourselves 
on your indulgent candour, making our appeal to the 
high principles of the enlightened mind, and the 
best feelings of the renewed heart. We have recently 
held repeated and protracted meetings for prayer, 
and for conference on the state of our Churches; 
on the true character of a scriptural revival ; and 
on the best means of promoting it among ourselves. 
In the actual state of not a few of our Churches, we 
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believe that there is already occasion for grateful 
acknowledgment and cheering anticipations. In 
the interesting and hallowed meetings which we 
have recently held, we have been humbled and 
abased, yet encouraged by the tokens of the divine 
presence. We have said — ** It is good to be here.'* 
We trust that the emotions of our own hearts have 
been followed by some beneficial excitement in our 
Churches. We are solicitous, therefore, that our 
dear brethren, in all our Churches, should sym- 
pathize in our desires and our hopes. May we be 
of '* one accord, of one mind," striving together in 
prayer and in exertion. May ** God, even our 
own God, bless us, and may all the ends of the 
earth fear him ! " 

We are, Dear Brethren, 

Your Fellow-Servants 

in the Churches of Christ, 
{^Signed] 

JOHN HUMPHRYES, Chairman. 

THOMAS HARPER, Secretary. 



Extract of a Letter from the Rbv. D. Peter, ITieological 
Tutor of the Academy at Carmarthen^ to the Rev. Caleb 
Morris, one of the Ministers at Fetter Lane, London. 

My Dear Sir, 

It affords me the greatest pleasure, that I have it in 
my power to communicate to you, for the information of 
our religious friends in England, and other parts of the 
world, a hrief account of the progress of the Redeemer's 
kingdom in the Principality of Wales, and especially of 
the unusual revivals with which many of the Welsh churches 
have heen favoured of late. 

Few perhaps beyond the confines of the Principality are 
aware of the progress which the Gospel has made among 
all denominations of Christians in this part pf Great Britain 
for the last fifty years. We have experienced an outr 
pouring of the Holy Spirit in some degree at various times, 
and we must say that the hand of the Lord is still stretched 
out in the salvation of many amongz^ ^' \ 

The number of ministers and chapels in the Principality 
is now double what it was half a century back ; and the 
number of professing Christians of all denominations has 
increased more than three-fold during that period. Indeed 
I could name some churches among the Independents that 
have increased eight, ten, and twelve-fold in the number 
of members within the last thirty-five years. For you well 
know that some years back, it was not an unusual thing for 
many of our churches to receive ten, twenty, or thirty 
members to communion at a time, and that for several 
successive months. 

. Fourteen years ago, when I was publishing my HUtoiry 
of Religion in Wales, I found, firom authentic documents^ 
that there were then in the Principality 255 Independent 
Churches; 126 Baptist Churches; 343 Calvinistic Me- 
thodist Societies, and 205 Wesleyan Methodist Societies. 
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The number of churches and societies at present is much 
greater. 

Having given you some account of the state of religion 
in Wale?, I now proceed to give you a particular account 
of the rise and progress of the great revival with which we 
have been blessed in South Wales for the last fifteen 
months. For some months previous to the revival, the 
greatest attention was paid to Sunday-Schools throughout 
thef country ; religious meetings were more than usually 
numerous; the style of preaching more pointedly im- 
pressive ; church disciph'ne better attended to, and a greater 
degree of brotherly love prevailed in the churches. 

To inform you of what I myself have witnessed, will 
be sufficient to show how the people are generally aifected 
at those religious meetings where the revivals prevail .... 
I have seen on these occasions some with bended knees, 
folded hands, and uplifted eyes, engaged in earnest prayer ; 
odiers prostrated on the ground, agonizing under a sense of 
guilt ; others praising God for the salvation of the Gospel. 
«... Much perhaps of what we see and hear at those reli- 
gious meetings where the revivals prevail may be the effect 
of enthusiasm; yet when we consider the moral change that 
is so visible in the temper and conduct of those who were 
before notoriously wicked, and the religious awe which per- 
vades all ranks in the towns, villages, and neighbourhoods 
where the revivals appear, we are compelled to acknow- 
ledge that the hand of the Lord is present, and that these 
revivals in South Wales are the effect of the out-pouring 
of the Holy Spirit 

Tlie present revival in South Wales commenced among 
the Calvinistic Methodists at the village of Caio, in the 
county of Carmarthen, about the latter end of the year 
1827, and was for some time confined to that religious 
body. Their meetings were blessed with an unusual 
degree of religious feeling ; and on one occasion, a few 
individuals were so much affected that they cried out for 
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mercy. They were joined by some religious characters 
who were then convinced, that their piety had been at too 
low an ebb, and thus the feeling became general in the 
neighbourhood. The most remai^able conversion, before 
the revival became general at that place, was that of a 
young man of the most abandoned character . . . . While the 
minister was speaking of the sufferings of .Cfhrist, the per- 
fection of his atonement, and his capability to save the 
chief of sinners, the reprobate servant was pierced to the 
heart, £ind cried out in the most affecting manner for 
pardoning mercy and. renewing grace. 

In a Uttl? time after, the good work became nxore 
general, until at length all denominations in ttie neigh,*- 
bourfaood - caught the flame. The worst of characters were 
conquered, and scoffers erased to scoff. - Methodists, Bap- 
tists, and Independents felt the heftv^nly flame. The 
revivals did not stop in that part of the^ country, but soon 
appealed in a line from Cilycwm to Lamortyd, and even as 
far as Builth. Landovery, I/^idilo, and many other 
places, were visited in a similar manner. There were also 
great revivals in Glamorgfinshire, especially at CwmllynfdJ^ 
Neatlv Morriston, Mynyddbackf and Swansea. Mr. Evansy 
of Mynyddback, in December last, received above 200 
persons to communion. . During th«i last two months^ 
above 600 have been admitted to the fellowship of jtjie 
Independent church at Moiriston, including those on 
probation. The moral change whi^ has already taken 
place in the neighbourhood of Swansea and Mprriaton is 
truly great As a friend of mine was returning ox^ 
evening, about a month back, from LansamJet to Swansea^ 
he could hear nothing on the road but singing of, hymns 
and repeating portioois ol^ Scripture, 0ven by those persons 
whom he had seen a few Sunday evenings before dancing 
and rioting. . Instead of quarrelling and fighting, as usual, 
they now return from their work in peace and harmony, 
congratulating each other on the great things which the 
Lord hath done for them. 



FACTS AND DOCUMENTS, 



As considerable scepticism has been indulged 
by many sincere friends of the gospel, with respect 
to the genuineness of the late American revivals, 
the writer of the following pages is induced to ofier 
the result of the inquiries and observations he 
made on the subject, during a short residence in 
the city of New York. 

While remaining in that place he had repeated 
opp(ortunities of conversing with enlightened and 
judicious ministers, and he spared no pains to collect 
and to consult such documents as they have given 
to the public. 

The only difficulty he now finds is in making a 
5rte/* selection. The document to which the writer 
would more particularly direct the attention of his 
readers is entitled, " A Narrative of the Revival of 
Religion within the bounds of the Presbytery of 
Albany, pubhshed by order of that body." He 
feels confidence in this narrative, not only on ac- 
coimt of its official character, and its signature by 
five highly respectable ministers, but because he is 

F 
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personally acquainted with the honoured servant of 
God by whom it was written. In this publication, 
the circumstances which are stated to have been the 
immediate occasions of revivals are as diversified as 
they are numerous. 

At Saratoga, the revival commenced under the 
preaching of the word by Mr. Nettleton, a man 
whose labours have been signally blessed, and who 
has of late distinguished himself by his determined 
opposition to all extravagance. 

<^ The oivGumstances of that place, so peculiarly un&vour* 
ahle-to gospel holiness, are well known to the presbyteiyj 
and those circumstances were never more unfavoiurable or 
influential, than at that time» This messenger of God had 
come to prove the healing influence of the Saratoga waters; 
lut having had long experience of the life-giving influence 
of the waters of salvation, he could not rest day or night, 
unti) he had endeavoured 5y ail means to bring dying 
sinners to prove their efficacy: and God was with him, 
and God's servant placed there, was with him in sen- 
timent, in love, and in labour. At first there were 
some found mocking, and others saying, " what wifi 
this babbler say now?" but God honoured his own cause* 
An invisible agency was operative oi^ inany a heart; 
pride and prejudice, hatred and hardness, ignorance and 
enmity, guilt and pollution yielded to. its influence. The 
views and feelings, hopes and fears, and affections of 
many were changed: and with the exception of a few 
higltrUmed blasphemers, evidently IdR; as a beacon 'on 
spme hidden shoal, to be seen and known of all men, to 
warn them back from certain destruction, the scoffers and 
sceptics, infidels and unbelievers of the place were soon 
found mingling in humble undistinguished company with 
sinners of every other name, inquiring what they most do 
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to be saved? In September and October the work was 
progressive; every day was fully employed by the people 
of God. The pastor of the village, and his helping broths, 
publicly and privately, and from house to house, were 
engaged in warning every man, and persuading every man, 
in season and out of season, exhorting, rebuking, and 
entreating; and the Lord was found every where present! 
Many were pricked in their hearts and forced to cry out, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do! More i^kissiffty were 
brought to rejoice in the hope of eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. And although this number may 
appear but small when compared with the numbers that 
flocked to Jesus elsewhere ; yet, let it be remembered, that 
the numbers fix>m which they were gathered were very 
smalL The permanent residents in the village are few, 
and the surrounding country is circumscribed and very 
thinly inhabited. There have been fifty-five added to the 
church." 

Similar success attended his ministrations at 
Malta, a place in which it is said '* there was neither 
piety nor prayer, neither means of grace nor de- 
sires of salvation." 

''There had indeed, many years before, been a small 
church there, but it was broken down and in ruins ; not a 
single member remained who had any claim to right or 
privilege in it. The pride, and prejudice, and ambition of 
rule, that broke it down, were still in existence indeed, 
brooding over the ruins of their own producing, endeavour- 
ing sedulously to raise them as a bulwark between sinners 
and salvation, and rejoicing in their long-continued suc- 
cess. There had been several attempts made to introduce 
the stated ministration of the gospel, but without any en- 
couraging effect. Such was the state of things in the feSl 
of the year 1819, when Mr. Nettleton first preached among 
them. 

f2 
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"From the very eemmencement of his lahours, the 
work of the Lord's Spirit hecame powerful, and rapidly- 
progressive. It was but a little while until weeping and 
anxious distress were found in almost every house: the 
habitations of sin ; the families of discord ; the haunts of 
intemperance ; the strong holds of error ; the retreats of 
pharisaic pride; the entrenchments of self-righteousness; 
were all equally penetrated by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Foundations of sand sunk ! ReAiges of lies fled 
from the eye, and fimcied security from the heart of the 
unregenerated. 

** In some cases sorrow was soon turned into joy, but in 
other cases anxious distress continued long; it was deep, 
heart-felt, and awfully pungent; and brought the distressed 
almost down to the gates of death. Under its influence, 
error lost all its alluring importance; and violated obliga- 
tion, forfeited happiness, a long rejected Saviour, and 
approaching wrath, death, and judgment, with the retribtH 
tions of eternity, filled eveiy heart,, occupied every thought, 
and agitated every feeling. Often and anxiously was the 
inquiry made, "What shall we do?" During several weeks, 
the awakening spread over difierent parts of the town pntil 
it became almost universal. Nor were the attempts so c^n 
and so offensively made to draw the attention to doctrinal 
disputation, very influential in stopping its progress. Every 
house exhibited the solemnity and silence of a continued 
Sabbath: so profound was this stillness and solemnity, that 
a recent death could have added nothing to it in many 
families. Common conversation was rarely engaged in; 
while every ear was open to hear the gospel, every heart 
prepared to receive the tidings of salvation. Within the 
year there were added to the church more than one hun- 
dred, and there were perhaps fifty others who cherished a 
hope of forgiven sin. Some of those who joined the Churches 
have been severely tried: but the trial of their faith has 
eventuated in the confirming of their hope and confidence 
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lA God. All who have named the name of Christ, are 
giving good reason to b^eve, that they have rested on the 
sure foundation, and gained a dwdling in the ark of 
safety. There is no tendency to error amongst them, but a 
great and growing attention to the pure and simple doc- 
trines of the Bible. 

At Stillwater the success is attributed to fervent 
PRAYED Both minister ani people gave themselves 
to prayer^ both in public and in retirement, 

** A concert for secret prayer was held at sunrise on 
Sabbath mornings, and very generally observed. They 
cried unto the Lord, and he hearkened and heard them, 
and granted, in his own time, their whole desire. A deep 
sdemnity spread over the whole community ; every me^ieting 
was cro\\ ded ; some wfere deeply impressed with a sense of 
sin, and fully convinced of their need of an interest in 
Qirist Sinners from a distance came to hear th& gospel, 
and hung on the lips of the preacher, as though Ihey heard 
for their lives. And again did they return to listen, 
with increased attention, to the glad tidings of great joy ; 
peace on earth, good will towards men ! 

** Such was the state of things down to the beginning of 
October, when their pastor, havhig attended the annual 
meeting of the Synod of Albany, returned home, and with 
a heart overflowing, recounted to his people the wonders 
of grace which God was doing in various parts, and warned 
and admonished them of their danger and their duty. His 
exhortation was brought home by the Holy Spirit, in de- 
monstration and power. It was sealed upon every heart, 
it seized upon every conscience. 

*^ The Bible Class, and the Sunday Schools, were deeply 
afiected. They felt the first influences of God's Spirit 
The great work commenced with them! many of them 
soon became reconciled unto God; meetings became more 
frequent, fiill, crowded! In tiie course of a few days, the 
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Spirit was poured out on several neighbourhoods, on fa^ 
milies of every habit. The benign influence spread over 
into Schaghticoke, where, at a ungle lecture, preached by 
the Pastor of Stillwater, between thirty and forty were 
awakened! And so did it flourish there, that in a little 
while almost that whole number were rejoicmg in hope ! 

** In the north part of Stillwater, where the means of 
grace were seldom enjoyed, the work of the Lord com- 
menced and became very powerfuL Scarcely one family 
has been passed over. In a large district, though harassed 
by sectarian contentions, where praying families were very 
rarely found, there b now scarcely one house where prayer is 
not wont to be made; where sacrifice, and a pure offering, is 
not daily offered up to God ! Many whole families, young 
and old, every soul, were hopefully converted to Christ. 
But, in the village, God's power was most conspicuous* 
Many of the inhabitants were of the most hopeleus kind. 

" We dare not descend to particulars here. The nar- 
rative would fill a volume. Our limits will not suffer us 
to do more than simply state, that whether the Lord moved 
among the most pure in morals and manners, or among 
the most polluted in heart and life ,* as soon as the eye saw 
that it was God, the heart felt its own pollutions and ab- 
horred itself in dust and ashes, and trembled at the Lord's 
word. Fearfulness seized upon the hypocrite ; the careless, 
the scoffer and sceptic were alike brought down to the 
lowest dust. You might have heard them inquiring 
with aU the apprehensive anxiety of the jailor, " men and 
brethren, what must we do to be saved?'' and in all the 
humility of the publican, praying, " God be merciful to 
us" miserable " sinners." 

At Ballston the effect is traced to domestic 
visiting by the minister and church members, to 
which they were incited by hearing of the wonders 
Qod had wrought for the neighbouring townships* 
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** Minister ftnd session, in free conversation, candidly 
confessed to each other their consciousness of many defects 
in the discharge of their several duties. They confessed 
and mourned over these in the presence of God, and en- 
tered into new engagements to he more faith^l in future. 
They districted the congrcigaticm, aod vescdved to visit every 
house. They called together the church members, and 
conversed freely with them on the state of their hearts. 
They agreed to avoid all doctrinal disputation and to 
attend to their own hearts, and so to let their light shine, 
that others seeing it, might be led to glorify their heavoily 
Father. This was about the beginning of. J[anuary, 1820. 
Just about this time, or a little'^evious to this, several of 
the session and othfHN^^^^^ ^® communion at.; a 
neighbouring town, and various other meetmgs in buo> 
cession. Their hearts wer^ greatfy rdreshed. They caught 
the holy flame of diWne love, a&d returned home making 
the solenm inquiry, What do we here all the day idle? 
They commenced the work o»f domestic visits and personal 
conversation ; and to their utter surprise, found the Spirit of 
the Lord working every where before them. They urged 
ttnners to pray, and sinners complied! And while they 
were yet praying, the Lord heard them, and many a heart 
of hardness was broken, and melted, and removed! The 
heart of rebellious stoutness submitted ! The heart of un- 
belief yielded! and while repentance melted down the 
most obstinate, they were led by the right hand of God's 
righteousness to trust in the mercy of God, and rest for 
acceptance and salvation on the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ Some entire households were converted to 
God. Five children out of one fiunily were bom 
again. Convictions were deep^ powerful, and pungent 
In eight months one hundred and sixty were added to 
the church; perhaps forty others cheridbied a hope in 
Christ Sectarian folly was evidently injurious to the 
awakening. We *' know that offences must come," " but 
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woe to" every one "by whom they come." Those who 
have been admitted to the fellowship of the church, are 
dwelling together in unity, cherishing a spirit of gospel 
peace. There has only one case of hopeless backsliding 
occurred." 

At Charlton the effect proceeded from thefaithfid 
discharge of ordinary duties, and is termed '* a slow 
progressive opening of the heart to receive divine 
truth, and a powerful influencing of conscience to 
obey the truth." 

''Your Committee would further report, that there 
appears to have been a very general attention to religion in 
Charlton ; especially among the yMI%» — ^And although the 
work was not so rapid in its progress, nor powerful in its 
operations, at any time, as to entitle it to the name of an 
awakening ; yet it was sufiBciently so, to denominate it a 
time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, There 
were eighty-four members added to the church during the 
past year ; and God has granted a pastor to that peo]^e, 
and every thing is now very encouraging among them. 
No schism, no error, no cases of backsliding. The hopes 
of God's people are greatly elevated. The Lord's name 
be for ever praised. 

The church in Amsterdam attributed their revival 

to the united influence of all the preceding causes, 

" The church in Amsterdam dates the commencement 
of its revival, from the first of March, 1820 ; but there were 
very interesting symptoms of it, previous to that date. 
Christians had been awakened ; had trimmed their lamps ; 
a spirit of prayer had been poured out upon them ; vice of 
every kind had become more bold and openly daring; profli- 
gates more than usually hardened in sin, and working iniquity 
with uncommon greediness, putting heaven's power and 
God's abounding grace to the proof! And in addition to 
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ail this, a few had been brought to Jesus, by means which 
seemed very inadequate. Hiese were sure indications, that 
God was, in v«ry deed, in that place. 

** But from the first of March, the work Msumed a very 
decided <;haract^. Several neighbourhoods, in the town- 
ship, were awakened at once. Cries for help came from 
every quarter ; and minister and session, soon found them* 
selves in the very midst of God's wonderful workiiigs! 
Their meetings, of every name, were full, were crowded* 
The whole of every day in the week, and as much of the 
Sabbath as remamed after the public services in God*s 
house were over, was employed in visiting from house 
to house. The evenings were spent in conference, or 
prayer. And alth«ii||jk nuCny who attended these meet^ 
ings, were often heard, when at home, in their fEunilies, in 
their fields, and in their secret retirements, to groan out in 
agony, or to cry out aloud in the anguish of heart! when 
pierced with the sword, or broken down under the influ- 
ences of the spirit; yet, in these meetings, there was no 
noise, no confusion, no disorder ! Sometimes, indeed^ th« 
prayer for mercy was forced fi»m the broken heart in a 
heavy whisper; or in. a stifled, agonizing groan. Some- 
times too, the dreadful struggle within was rendered 
visible, by symptoms of spiritual distress, deeply aflecting 
all around; but nothing like rant, or confusion, or en- 
thusiasm! Instead of this, an awe! a stillness! an op- 
pressive silence, which cannot be described, pervaded 
the whole. It was the sinking of the wounded heart! 
The hearts of rebellion had recdived their mortal wounds, 
and were yielding beneath the power of God! Many 
who visited these meetings from motives of curiosity, 
totally careless ! beholding the mighty power of God, were 
terrified at their own hard and impenitent hearts; con- 
victed of sin; awakened to a sense of the misery of their 
state, the madness and folly of their present course, and 
forced to inqmre also, what they must do to be saved. Oh 




one evening, set a|>art for lecture,, and personal conversalioli, 
fifteen were power^y awakened. 

" There was no difiipuky in asuembling the people, but 
often, very great difficulty in s^paratmg and getting thera 
to return home. Sometin^.^fter leaving the meeting, 
and riding half a mile, or a. mik, homewards, they would 
turn back again to the pkuse of prayer, to. hear ^tiU more 
about the salvation of Jesus ! And they often did this too^ 
tiurough lanes, and ways, and snows, that would have been 
deemed by persons in any other atate of mind, to have been 
impassable. The awakening in. Amsterdam had Que ibreiy 
prominent feature somewhat peculiar to itself and which 
we deem worthy of notice : sinners were generally, very 
suddenly and alarmingly arou9.ed|i||iieir convictions sud- 
denly raised to the highest; extremely painftil in their 
operati<ms, and yet protracted beyond any ihing witnessed 
in other places. Your committee would not dace t9 decide^ 
whether this was owing to the constitutional ha^ts of tbe 
subjects of the work, or whethei^ it was f^duf^vely owing 
to the sovereign working of the great God, who works as 
he pleases, and baffles the feebleness of human reason. 

** The truths which bore most heavily on the minds of 
linners^ in this awakening, were the awful depravity of the 
heart, so manifest in its unreasonable and continued re- 
bellion against God; their own personal guilt and pol- 
lution ; their evident danger of eternal death. Every one 
thought his own heart the worsts and his own case pecu- 
liarly aggravated. « 

" Generally the first downing of 9omfor1^ in the soul, has 
been through the application of precious Bible truth, 
while reading the Bible, or hearing^ it explained^ or wlule 
in the act of secret prayer. The ifeality of the change, 
which so many prpfesa to have experienced, becomes every 
dayi^ore visible, by thjs lov^ and unity, and growis^ 
b^y^^s^ Kltd ia/^p^fMg light, md Gospel knowledge of 
tt^se wba b«ve imed ft? pwP9.pf Christ 
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" Urns hif there have heen no instatices of backsliding, 
or apoetacy. Every one who has turned toward Zion, is 
still progressing. In this, your committee recognize a 
dear evidence that the work is the Lord's ! wrought by the 
power <^ the H<dy Ghost I In this there is a proof of the 
out-pouring of God's Spirit, which neither the enemies of 
God, or of revivals, can refiite. Persons oi every shade 
of colour, and character, have become suljects of this 
great work, and are made one m Christ Jesus. 

" One hundred and sixty-three have professed the name 
of Christ, and been added to the church. A few have been 
connected with other churches; and there are, perhaps, 
nearly My, who cherish a hope that they are new creatures; 
yet, have not ventured to make a public profession, but 
are still praying, and looking, and waiting, for more satu^ 
factory evidence of ihe change. 

i'The general excitement has subsdded; but still rdiere 
are firequent cases of conviction occurring. God is yet in 
that place ; they feel his influence ! they acknowle^e his 
power! They look and pray for another glorious display 
of his powerful working. Meetings are well intended; 
monthly concerts, and Bible classes, signally useful; libe- 
rality increasing ; their fidth is productive of good works.": 

In Union College the awakening commenced with 
the ^ath of one of the students : 

** A member of the senior dass, in ihe full vigour of life, 
was suddenly removed. The alarm was very great; the 
call was loud, and sensibly heard and Mu There wert 
prayer-meetfaigs held around the Iner, which was placed in 
an officer's room. There/ for two daya^ did the students 
resort, fiom :feelings ofsozrowing 83rmp8thy; and there^ 
was ^e <piestion <^n prc^MMied, * Suppose thi» call of God 
had been dk«cted.t» you, were you ready to obey it? ' Th« 
negative amweTf was often carried back to the hear^ by tbe 
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Holy Spirit, and rendered productive of genuine convic* 
tions. Many, indeed, thought it was all fright ! and would 
soon pass over. But the Lord's ways are not the ways 
<^ man, no, not of the most sanctified of men ! A nine 
day^ wonder I was the common name given to the students^ 
anxious distress. But nine days only augmented their 
misery, multipUed their convictions, and deepened their 
distress. The fright! if such it must be caUedj became 
more general There was indeed a iright, a fear of death ! 
But, be it remembered, it was fear of death eternal 1 There 
was a strong desire of life, but it was life eternal ! There 
were many on the Lord's side, who beUeving that the 
Spirit of the Lord was among us in his mighty operations^ 
held prayer-meetings, and meetings for conference and 
personal address. The simiers' danger and the sinners' 
duty, were often and closely pressed ; and some, at last, 
began to rejoice not that they had escaped an early grave, 
no ! but that they had obtained an interest in Him, who is 
the resurrection and the life; that they had received the 
Lord's Christ, and become the sqps of God, through fidth 
in his name. So powerAil and rapid was this great work 
of God's grace, that in the third week of February, eleven, 
and in the first week of April between thirty and forty, were 
rejoicing in hope of forgiven sin ! During the time of the 
awakening, it was discovered, that a few of those, under 
exercises of mind, had been so for a long time, but had 
concealed it^ in their own hearts, until it became a coounon 
subject. Of all these, there is but one who seems to have 
been a self-deceiver, and to have deceived others. The 
T^st are giving good reason to believe, that their change 
was a real change. Seventeen joined themselves to the 
presbyterian church, six or seven to the Dutch church, and 
six or seven to the episcopal church ; and there are a few 
who have not yet joined themselves to any church. Several 
who have been admitted to the first degree in the arts, have 
devoted themselves to the gospel ministry. The efiect on 
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college was. visible and salutary. There seldom was a sefloon 
of so much order, tranquillity and industry. The subjects of 
the work, generally, acted on the principle, that they could not 
be fervent in spirit unless they were diligent in their business. 
*' From the coUegCf the cavakerdng spread down into the 
city; and in February became very interesting. Its first 
appearances were among the few praying people, (the fe- 
males especially) who met weekly to pray. Their hearts 
were drawn out to God, most entirely and ardently. 
A few evening lectures, at private houses, were blessed 
greatly. Many date their convictions firom those meetings. 
The numbers began rapidly to increase. A private house 
would not hold the people. The academy room sufficed 
only for a few weeks; and, before it was yet believed that 
the Spirit of the Lord was moving on the hearts of sinners, 
the pre^terian church was scarcely large enough to ac- 
commodate the Wednesday evening lecture. The church 
was destitute of a stated pastor, and help was obtained as 
it was foimd most practicable. The Lord was their great 
he^! Lectures were very much crowded; conference 
meetings and meetings for prayer, and meetings for anxious 
sinners, were full, and solemn, and greatly blessed. Young 
and old, moral and profane, felt the benign influence. It 
was not confined to any one denomination; and be it 
remembered, to the glory of God's grace, that a gregi 
umty of feeling and action pervaded the whole. There 
were scarcely any sectarian feelings, or divided views 
manifested, until the close of the whole work. It waa 
a very silent, solemn, heart-felt operation; slow in 
progress, but blessed in result. Nearly three hundred, we 
trust, were hopefully converted to God. Of these, one 
hundred and forty-six were added to the presbyterian 
church, about eleven or twelve to the episcopalian, about 
one hundred and fifteen to the Dutch, and a considerable 
number to the methodist church, who are generally holding 
on their way rejoicing. There has not one case of hopeUu 
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dedenaum occurred in the presbyterian church. Three of 
the young converts have died ! one very tranqidl, and two 
very trmn^hanL The awakening had to encounter great 
opposition, obstinacy and prejudice ; slander and ignorance ; 
suspicions and formaUty! Yet, still, the Lord's work pro- 
^red; and many were added every week to those who 
rejoiced in God, and had hope in Christ" 

Volumes would not suffice to contain all that has 
been written respecting this glorious work of, the 
Spirit of God. Under its influence the drunkard 
has become sober, the dissolute reformed, and the 
I^arisee self-abased; the love of iniquity being 
banished from the heart by "the expulsive power of 
a new affection." Every denomination has more or 
less experienced the blessing : the Congregational- 
ists and the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Lu- 
theran and the Dutch Reformed Churches, the 
Episcopalians and the Methodists, have all added 
multitudes to their communion, of such as shall be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.* Antichrist in 
every form has been shaken as by some great con- 
vulsion, and all the powers of darkness have poured 
forth their fiiry "against the Lord and against his 
anointed." Infidelity has increased in blasphemy, 
Socinianism has thrown aside its specious veil ; and 
Heresy, unable longer to conceal itself under the 
shadow of Orthodoxy, has, by the touch of this spear 
of Ithuriel, started forth in all its horrid deformity. 
Such have been the effects of American Revivals, 

* See Statistical Tables at the end. 
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described not in the language of exaggeration, but 
in the words of truth and soberness. 

These impressions have been produced, in many 
instances, by no particular order of eloquence, by 
no peculiarity of pulpit address; but they have 
frequently tdken place under isermons of the most 
ordinary description in point of talent, and the least 
calculated to excite the feelings of a multitude. 
Sometimes sermons which have been read, have 
been amongst the most successful, and sometimes 
the minister himself has been among the last to 
receive the impression. One very singular instance 
of this kind was related to the writer by a most re- 
spectable clergyman, who knew the parties, A 
minister near New York had long complained of the 
low state of his church, but had at the same time 
declared himself very much averse to any kind of 
religious excitement. One day he was desired to 
Fisit a small settlement about six miles from his 
own place of worship, at which some of his own 
eongr^atibn (although under great discouragemait) 
had been accustomed to conduct the ordinances of 
religious worship. To his surprise he found a 
crowd where he had been accustomed to meet with 
vety few ; and could not help observing the deep 
interest with which he appeared to be heard. Aikeat 
the service he gav« notice of a prayer-meeting to be 
held the following evening, which, to his astonish-^ 
ment, was equally well attended ; and amongst them 
were many, appar^dy suffering considerable mental 
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distress. He addressed them on prayer, and parti- 
cularly warned them against enthusiasm. It was, 
in his own words, "a cooling sermon." But the 
arrows of the Almighty were in the hearts of his 
hearers. Before he lefl the place, eighteen indivi- 
duals came to him, beseeching that he would pray 
for them ; and in the course of two months a 
flourishing church was organized, which still pros- 
pers, and the minister himself, from being a cold 
inanimate preacher, has become a zealous, devoted 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A circumstance, even more remarkable, took place 
in the state prison, Connecticut, an account of which 
was published by the chaplain. 

In the month of January, 1824, the officiating mi- 
nister preached to the convicts on the necessity of 
fiiith in Christ; and his sermon was followed, as 
usual, by oaths and mockings as soon as it was 
concluded. But the word preached had, it seems, 
been powerful to the conviction of one of the most 
desperate of the inmates, who declared his feelings 
to his companions ; and an increased attention to 
religious duties was from that time manifested. 
The suspicion of the Governors was excited by so 
sudden a change, but no notice was taken of the 
matter for two months. The reformation, however, 
proceeded silently and steadily ; and ended, as far 
as man could judge, in the conversion of twenty- 
seven of the prisoners, and the amendment, in 
outward character, of above forty. No indulgence 



125 

whatever was gained by the convicts, and the 
change was unaccompanied by any attempt to ex* 
cite notice. The chaplain very justly adds — "This 
may be considered a fair exhibition of the gratui- 
tous character of divine grace, and an exemplifica-^ 
tion of the impotency of man's reformation." 

The Minutes of the OsKEtiAL Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, for 
the year 1828, after specifying a number of placesi 
thus refer to the revivals : 

*' The work of the Holy Spirit in these places, exhibits 
indeed great diversity of circumstances in the time, and 
manner, and extent of its influences, and the rapidity and 
power with which it has advanced. In some cases, crowds 
of sinners of every age and character, bathed in tears, and 
bowed in deep and trembling anxiety in the dust, have 
suddenly appeared in the house of God, at times, and in 
places^ where such an event was least expected; and the 
firmest unbelievers, and the boldest transgressors, bave 
been melted and subdued by the mighty power of God. In 
other instances, beautiful and refreshing, like the dew that 
fell on the mountains of Israel, where the Lord com- 
manded his providential blessing, the reality of the gentle 
operations of the God of Zion has been chiefly discernible 
in their gradual, but real and precious effects. Among the 
several Instances of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, (of 
which the Assembly have at this time heard,) there are two 
which awaken the liveUest feeUngs of admiration. Some 
of the mutes in the Asylum of the Deaf and Dumb, in 
Danville, have been hopeful subjects of renewing grace, in 
a late awakening in that place. At the Missionary Sta- 
tions (within the bounds of the Presbytery of Buffido) the 
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Holy Spirit has, in a remarisiible manner, stirred up the 
hearts of the Heathen to seek the Lord, and more than 
forty of these children of the forest have been united with 
the church ; and in the State Prison at Wethersfield, Con- 
necticut, from twelve to fifteen convicts have heen hope- 
fully brought into the liberty of the Gospel. So great a 
general reformation occurred, that the practice of chaining 
the prisoners at night, has been discontinued, and a Bible 
Society formed among them, by which 26 dollars have 
ahready been contributed. 

.« Events like these, not only solemnly rebuke the stu- 
pidity of those who misimprove better privileges, and hold 
back their liberal contributions, amidst ample means, but 
they demonstrate the precious truth, that, under God, there 
is abundant encouragement to attempt the salvation of the 
most benighted, and the conversion of the most depraved. 

" Of revivals in religion in general,^ connected as they 
seem to be with .the destinies of unborn millions, and the 
prospects of the Church throughout the world ; the Assembly 
pannot cease to speak, without earnestly and affectionately 
entreating all the ministers, the elders, and members of 
our church, to beware of employing any questionable means 
to produce religious excitements — and of countenandng at 
any stage of their progress, measures, however i^parently 
successfril, which the Word of God does not sanction ; as^ in 
either case, discredit may be brought upon one of the most 
invaluable mercies of heaven, and the Divine Author of 
tiiese sweet and saving influences be grieved. 

** Within the limits of the General Association of Con- 
necticut, God continues to reveal the wonders of his re* 
deeming love. Out of 212 Congregational Churches in 
that State, from forty to fifty have the last year shared 
in seasons of special reviving and enlargement ; and from 
3000 to 4000 souls have been added to the Churches ; of 
which number more than 250 are teachers and pupils in 
the Sabbath-schools. The College and Theological Semi- 
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nary at New-Haven, are sending forth their streams of 
intelligence and piety, to fertilize the most distant portions 
of our country. 

'* Our hrethren of the General Association of Massa- 
chusetts, bring us good tidings of what the Lord hath done 
for them, and what they are doing for the glory of hia 
name. The showers of sovereign grace have never been 
80 abundant, as during the past year; and they number, 
in a single county of that State, 1700 hopeful conversions 
to God during that period. In two of their Colleges, and 
in their Theological Seminary, the blessing of the God of 
Iheir fathers richly abides ; and within their bounds gena- 
lally, and particularly in the city of Boston, Evangelical 
truth in its majesty, power, and mvincibiHty, is pulling 
down the refuges of lies, and conducting many to that 
foundation, which neither earth nor hell can overturn. 

*' Though the General Convention of Vermont do not 
record as many revivals of religion as they sometimes have, 
yet the good cause is steadily advancing ; and Education, 
Tract, and Missionary Societies among them, are con- 
tinually gaining in resources and useMness. The friends 
<^tlie Bible^ in this, as in the States of Connecticut, Mas- 
sflichusetts, and Maine, are now zealous in supplying every 
destitute fiunily in the State, with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

*' From the very interesting communication of the de- 
legate from the General Association of New-Hampshire, it 
appears that the Lord is multiplying revivals of religion ; 
quickening and extending the operation of benevolent In- 
•titutions; prospering Seminaries of learning, md rearing 
i:^ some very remarkable monuments of sovereign grace 
in that favoured State. 

" From the General Conference of the State of Maine, 
whose delegates have entered with the present Assembly 
into a]:ticles of friendly correspondence, the accounts are 
animatmg. They complain indeed of prevailing vices, and 
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the want of Oospel labourers ; but they rejoice m great 
revivals, in the increase of religious exertion, and in the 
literary, moral, and religious improvement of the State. 

*' To the reformed Dutch Church, God is granting a 
happy state of feeling in her Churches, prosperity in her 
Missionary Society, and Theological Seminary, and the 
cdpious outpourings of his Holy Spirit upon many of her 
congregations; for all which gifts and blessings to our 
dear brethren of that communion, we render thanks to 
God. 

" From otur GeAnan Reformed brethren, we learn, that, 
though the want of ministers of the Gospel is deeply felt in 
their Synod, and in many places vital piety is deplorably 
wanting ; yet, on the whole, their progress in improvement 
is rapid, and their prospects encouraging. The people of 
their, communion are awaking to the importance of 
missionary effort, and taking active measures to promote the 
formation of Education Societies. The Lord bless them 
with an abimdant share of whatever is great and good, in 
the benevolent spirit and operations of the Christian world. 

** On the whole, the Assembly can assure their brethren 
in the Lord, that the review of the past year presents 
nothing to dishearten, but much to encourage and much to 
excite our gratitude to the King of Zion. The kindness 
of God to his Church at large, and to our part of it, appears 
in those brighter accessions of strength and beauty, and 
ihoae larger measures of majesty, and efficiency, and power, 
by which he is signalizing her ascending march to the 
mount of promise." 

It is difficult to form a correct estimate of the 
extent to which revivals have been produced, or to 
state with any degree of precision the gross number 
of converts in connexion with them. It is sup- 
posed that there have been more than two hun- 
dred of these extraordinary and mysterious moral 
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phenomena during the past year ; and at the last meet- 
ing of the American Bihle Society it was stated hy 
one of the speakers, that hy their influence there was 
reason to suppose that not less than 100,000 indivi- 
duals had heen added to the church within the last 
two years ; hut this is a point on which, from want of 
sufficient data, it is impossible to speak confidently. 

A very important and interesting inquiry, how- 
ever, presents itself in the question, — What pro- 
portion of those who make a profession of religion 
in consequence of revivals, cease to give evidence 
of the reality of the change, afler the lapse of a num- 
ber of years, in comparison with those who join the 
churches under the influence of the ordinary means 
of conversion ? This question was put by one of 
the leading ministers of New York to the pastors 
of different churches, and the result of the inquiry 
was highly satisfactory. Not only was it found 
that the proportion of revival converts who falsify 
their profession was very much smaller than that 
of others ; but that their piety was generally of a 
higher order, and maintained in more vigorous ope- 
ration. Much must necessarily depend upon the 
care and prudence exercised by the minister. A 
wise pastor will take care that his people do not 
approach the table of the Lord under dubious ex- 
citement, nor until they have been well indoctrinated, 
both by attendance at the Bible Class, and by re- 
peated personal conversations. To ensure this the 
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communion has been delayed, in many instances, for 
more than six months. 

It has frequently been asked whether there is any 
peculiarity in the national character of the Ameri- 
cans, or any circumstances connected with their; 
manners and education, which predispose them to 
religious excitement; or which may, in any way, 
account for the frequency of revivals amongst them. 
The question, although attended with considerable 
difficulty, is very ably answered by the Rev. Dr. 
Griffin in the following letter, addressed to the 
Rev. W. B. Sprague, and communicated by him to 
the Author of the three preceding discourses^ 



WUliams ColUge^ Nov. 14, 1828. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

Your favour of Xugust 16, would not have lain so 
long unanswered, but for a series of most pressii^ calls. 
Your friends enquire, whether the differences between 
England and America, in regard to the mode of the Spirit's 
operations, can be referred to a difference of national cha- 
racter, or can in any way be accounted for. If by national 
character, is meant every thing by which one nation diffiihf ' 
from others in their views, feehngs, and manners, the &ct^ 
must be ascribed to national character, except so far as it' 
is to be referred to inscrutable sovereignty. Doubtless the 
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Spirit acts so much in a line with nature, that national cha- 
racter has vast influence ; and to shew all the reasons of 
the difference, would he to shew all the circumstances 
which can contrihute to render one nation unlike another. 
]3ut this would he as impossible, as to explain all the causes 
of the wind's blowing in such a direction, and shifting 
about continually. In both cases, some general reasons 
can be assigned; but innumerable details escape our 
research. We must doubtless ascribe the diflerence in 
pairt^ to sovereignty, more or less inscrutable ; partly, per- 
haps, to the method of God's covenanted mercy, and"^ 
far as means are concerned, to the manner in which they 
are shaped by the circumstances which influence, or con- 
stitute national character. Without pretending to exhaust 
the subject, I will ofier the following reasons for the 
Uessings which have visited our country; leaving it to 
our brethren on the other side of the water to determine 
how far th6y are distinctiveT 

1. The Sovereignty of God, — ^This land, which was dis- 
covered by the light of the reformation, (in other words, 
by that agency of the public mind, which, a few years after, 
produced the reformation,) seems to have been reserved 
for the aiylum of the oppressed, during the troublous 
times before the Millennium, and as a place where the 
Church might take her more glorious form, and grow up 
into Millennial beauty and splendour. 

2. Some things have occurred in the history of this Country, 
which favour such a destiny, — The United States were not 
doomed to grow up from barbarism, bringing up with them 
the marks and dogs of a more barbarous state. They 
began in an enlightened age, and in possession of all the 
knowledge and institutions of the most enlightened nation 
on earth. The circumstances of their settlement, and 
still more of the revolution, swept away a thousand autho- 
rities and prejudices connected with long established forms, 
and left them to take that shape which the unfettered 
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reason of an enlightened age approved. This advantage 
soon discovered itself in their civil institutions, in their S3r8tein 
of education, and in no way more than in their religion. 

3. No Country was ever settled hy such a Colony as 
peopled New England, — ^They were among the best people 
of the beat nation on the face of the globe, and in its best 
age. They broke away from every thing dear on earth, 
for the sake of their religion : they came with uncon- 
querable attachments to civil and religious liberty, and 
brought a mass of science, competent to found those literaiy 
institutions which have covered New England with lights 
which have excluded ignorance, and left scarcely a man 
unable to read his Bible. Their churches, their sabbaths, 
their laws, their rulers, their colleges, their schools, all 
were subservient to religion. And they entailed a blessing 
on their posterity, which proved that they transacted with 
a covenant God. Their descendants have been distin- 
guished from all the other inhabitants of the United States. 
A part of New Jersey was settled by the descendants of 
the pilgrims, where they have remained in a great measure 
unmixed. And I have seen indications of the Spirit of 
God having repeatedly passed throughv their towns, and 
stopped near the boimdary which divided them frx>m 
another race. There are families in New England, in 
which an unbroken succession of pious generations can be 
traced from the first settlement of the country to the 
present time. 

4. There are circumstances in our history, which hone given 
a general bias in favour of revivals, — In addition to the fact, 
that New England was bom in a revival, (for it was a revival 
of religion which separated the pilgrims from their country 
and brought them hither,) a strong impression was made in 
favour of revivals by the embalmed name of Whitefield, and 
the great work of grace through the land in his day. The 
influence of President Edwards, and Doctor Bellamy in 
New England, of Presidents Davies and Finlay, and the 
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Tennents of the Presbyterian Church, and the converts of 
tint day, (some of whom lived to a good old age and had 
gteat weight of character, as the Rev. Dr. John Rogers, 
of New York,) llie influence of these men, with their 
w ritin gs and the writings of their disciples, (as Hopkins, 
•ad West, and Dwight, in New England, and Dr. Green 
•ad others, of the Presbyterian Church,) have brought 
almost the whole country to look on the revivals of that 
day as the work of God ; and on revivals in general with 
▼aneration and desire. This opinion once settled, it is 
nataralfor Christians to hope, and pray, and strive for those 
wpeekl movements which are called by this name; and 
sueh is the coincidence between natural fmd supernatural 
communications, that those efforts are Hkely to succeed. 

5. The boldness and energy cf New England, formed in a 
Hfb of exercise, amidst the roughness of our forests, and 
under the impulses of unbounded liberty ; the plainness of 
our republican manners, and the matter of fact character of 
our mental operations and of our style ; the unparalleled 
diffusion of knowledge, under which the young grow up 
witih strong common sense, and demand to be fed with 
imlOh instead €^ sound; all these causes operate to produce 
great plainness and directness in the public preaching, and 
ta confine it to a naked, pointed, condensed exhibition of 
the truth, of the whole truth, without abatement or disguise, 
even of those parts which in some places would be con- 
ddered '' strong meat." Thus the " sword of the Spirit," 
iriuap and glittering, is brandished before all, and it is not 
likely to be brandished in vain. 

6. But the most powerful means is yet to be mentioned ; 
it is found in the distinct apprehensions which prevail in 
New England on the svhject of regeneration ; the sinfulness 
of every moral exercise up to the moment of that great 
change, and the duty of immediate submission. Such a view 
of things leads the preacher to divide his audience into two 
classes, and to run a strong and affecting line of demarcation 
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between theip. When one feels that the moral, sober, yet 
unregenerate part of his audience are doing pretty wdl^ 
and can afford to wait a little longer before they submit^ 
he will not be so pressing, nor fall with such a tremendous 
weight upon their consciences; when he feels that thaj 
cannot do much more than they do, but must wait God'j 
time, he will not annoy and weary them, and make them 
sick of waiting, and compel them to come in. But wken 
one enters the pulpit under a solemn sense, that evegy 
unregenerate man befpre him, however awakened, is an 
enemy of God; is resisting with all his heact, and will eonr 
^ue to resist until he submits ;. that he must be b<»rn agm 
before he is any better tl^an a^ enemy, qr has n^$ide any 
approaches towards holiness; — when one. looks aroimd 
upon the unregenerate part of his audience, and sees .that 
they are under indispensable obligations to yield at onp#; 
that they have no manner of excuse for delaying; that they 
deserve eternal reprobation for postponing an honr;-<-when 
one feels, from the bottom of his hearty that there is.nothing 
short of regeneration that can answer any piurpose, and tluM: 
he cannot leave his dear charge to be turned from enc^ouDS 
to God to friends, ten years hence — 4^Uvered inm. oom^ 
demnation ten years hence — but must see it now; O lii9w 
he will pray and pleach ; he will give God no rest, and hfi 
will give sinner^ no rest, and he will bring down their sdi- 
mediate pressing obligations upon them with the weigbt.of 
a world ! Under such preaching/ sinners must either tutu 
to God or be mi^er^ble, Tk¥xe jb. no chance for them Ip 
remain at ease on this side of infidelity itself But the 
doctrine of progressive regeneration must be attended Bith 
more silent and gradual effects. 

Some of these reasons apply with peculiar emphaaiiL 4> 
New England ; but the sentiments oi New l^ngla^A, $ve 
fcattered far and w^e through the country, and tar 
influence, in every thing relating to religion and scieiU^ ji 
felt to the Land's-end, 
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1 rejoice to hear that some of the best and most en- 
Jtlj^teiied men in £ngland, are solemnly inquiring into the 
^mse, why the land of our fathers' sepulchres — that glory 
if the Eastern world, is not visited with stronger mani- 
ftstations of divine power. It is a token for good, and I 
bope and pray that the time may not be far distant, when 
HuX beloved country shall be drendied in the heavenly 
fUwdy and become the point of strong irradiations to en- 
l^ten ^d regenerate three quarters of the globe. 

I am, my dear Sir, 
with most perfect confidence and esteem, 

affectionately, yoursy 

E. D. Griffin. 



Leaving the discussion of what may be termed 
tihe philosophy of revivals to other and abler pens, 
It 18 desirable to notice more at length those plain 
dhristian duties, the right Mfilment of which has so 
^eatly promoted the work now under consideration^ 

"' The first and most important of these is certainly 
tXe .^^ffusion of scriptural knowledge by meims. of 
BtBLS Classes. 

The obfect of these associations is in some degree 
imd^rstood, in consequence of the numerous re^ 
f^M^ences which have of late been made to them in 
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religious magazines ; but it is probable that many 
may be unacquainted with the plan in detail'on which 
they are conducted. In order to obviate, as far 
as possible, the difficulty which is always felt ii| 
carrying new measures into executicm, the writer re? 
quested an experienced minister of New York to 
state the methods he would adopt in order to esta« 
blish a Bible Class. His reply was in substance as 
follows: — "I would take an early opportunity of 
addressing the people from the pulpit on the im- 
portance of searching the Scriptures. I would then 
lay open the plan, and endeavour to remove the 
objections which some might feel to being thus 
instructed ; pointing out to them clearly, that igno- 
rance, or want of capacity, or weakness of memory, 
can be no sufficient plea for declining such an en- 
gagement; and affectionately assuring them, that 
under no circumstances would I embarrass or dis- 
tress them. I would then invite all the male members 
both of my church and congregation to meet one 
evening in the week at eight o'clock, before which 
hour they could not be collected on account of 
their occupations. The females I would desire to 
assemble on another evening at an earlier hour. A 
juvenile class, consisting of young people from ten to 
sixteen years of age, might be collected at a different 
time, and the meeting might be conducted according 
to their capacities. Having ass^nbled the adult classes* 
and taken their names, I would give them a chapter 
of .the New Testament to study ; directing them, 
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before the next meeting, to read it attentively, with 
a careful examination of the marginal references, 
but using no commentary. I would desire them to 
mark carefully the doctrines, facts, and precepts it 
enjoins ; to examine themselves and see if they are 
believing the one and performing the other; and 
never to forget that the spiritual understanding of 
Holy Scripture is promised not to the wise and 
learned, but to those who do the will of God from 
the heart. The next meeting I would open with a 
short and appropriate prayer, and then put such 
questions of a doctrinal or practical nature as the 
subject might invite," The following dialogue, which 
took place at one of these meetings, will illustrate 
the plan more familiarly than mere description. 
The verse in question was the reply of the apostle 
to the jailor, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." The minister asked 
"What is the duty here enjoined?" The reply 
was "Faith." Quest, "Is this duty binding oa 
all, or only on some ?" Ans. " On all*" Quest. " Is 
it binding on yo«r Ans. "Yes." Quest. "What 
will be the consequence if the duty is not per* 
formed?" Atvs. "Condemnation." Quest. "Have 
you performed it?" Ans. "I do not know." Quest. 
" How long is it safe to delay the decision of this 
point?" ^n^. "No length of time." Quest. '*yNhyV* 
Ans. "Because life is uncertain." Quest. "What 
blessing is promised in connexion with the per- 
formance of it ?" -/^»5. "Salvation." Que*^ "What 
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reason have you to think so ? " Ans. ** God's vera- 
dty/' This naturally led to a few concise, pointed 
remarks, on the unchangeable nature of God's pro- 
mises and threatenings, and the importance of 
knowing whether we had, or had not believed on 
the Redeemer to the saving of the soul. This con- 
versation was held aloud in a class of two or three 
hundred members. The catechumens were sealed 
on benches, and ihe minister walked up aiid down 
the room amongst them while putting the questions. 
He preferred this method because it was le§s formal^ 
and because it enabled him more readily to take up 
the answer for any one who was embartassed. In 
conducting these meetings ihuch depends upon the 
mmister's skill in avoiding formality and in keeping 
up interest. It may be added, affection on tb6 
part of the pastor is the soul of a Bible Class. Let 
his people but see and feel that he loves theui^ and 
they will delight to be catechised by him. In some* 
parts of America all descriptions of people attend 
these classes, which are considered as essential to 
the improvement of the father of a family as they 
are to his rising offspring. 

On their general advantages it is unnecessary to 
dwell. This topic is admirably treated in an article 
written by the Chairman of the Committee appointed 
by the Cumberland Conference, to take into conin* 
deration the duty of Christians to use their influence 
to extend the benefits of Bible Class instruction. 
The result was published in the form of a letter 
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16 the Churches, from which the following is ex- 
tracted : 

BIBLE CLASSES. 

1. Bible Class instruction is adapted to enhance a mi- 
nister's glib and qualifications, and to facilitate his other 
labours. How many discourses (particularly of young 
preachers) are like sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, 
through want of simphcity and adaptation to the capacity 
and circumstances of the audience ! But Bible Class ex- 
ercises will make him acquainted with their different 
capacities ; habits of thinking ; the difficulties and obsta- 
cles which prevent the reception and influence of truth ; 
and, of course, the best ways of presenting it to the mind. 

2. The instruction of a Kble Class promotes the inter- 
course between a minister and his flock, and greatly 
streng&ens their mutual attachment 

3. This system of instruction promotes the union and 
atr^igth ai a rdigious Society, and indirectly provides for 
the future support of the GospeL Those youths who have 
ei^joyed the benefits of Bible Class instruction, will be most 
likely to value all those institutions which the Bible autho- 
rizes. They will reverence the Sabbath, and the sanctuary of 
God ; they will not be likely to desert that Pastor, of whose 
fidelity and aflection they have so frequently been wit- 
nesses, and whose prayers for their usefulness, respectability, 
and final happiness, have so often been presented in their 
hearing before the throne of grace. 

4. In the instruction of a Bible Class, there are op- 
portunities to reprove sin, in the most unexceptionable and 
delicate, and at the same time, effectual manner. 

5. The Bible Class affords a fair opportunity to give 
needful instruction, on subjects which few would think it 
profitable to discuss before a promiscuous assembly on the 
Sabbath. 
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6. In addition to these religious advantages, it is one of 
the best systems for improving the mind, which has ever 
been instituted. 

7. A Bible Class is the best seminary for preparing 
youth to become Sabbath School teachers. The quali- 
fications which they acquire here, are precisely those which 
are wanted. There are but few towns in which there are 
not needed from twenty to a hundred instmctoiis for Sabbath 
Schools. This consideration gives a new importance to 
Bible Classei^ an importance which it is impossible to 
estimate. When a competent number of teachers shall 
have been raised up and qualified in these institutions^ 
there is reason to believe that Sabbath Schools wiQ become 
nurseries for the Church, to a degree, of whidi the world 
has yet had no experience. 

8. Bible Class instruction sometimes develops talents 
capable of being employed to advantage in the service of 
the Church. If this system shoidd generally prevail, it 
is believed that youth wiU be found competent to the 
performance of any service for which they are needed. 
Probably, every minister who has made a fair experiment, 
has sometimes been greatly surprised at the acutenes^ 
penetration, and research manifested by some of his 
pupils. And where writing makes a part of the exercisei^ 
as it does in many places, and probably the majority of 
Bible Classes, there have been discovered originality and 
strength of mind, as gratifying as they were unexpected. 

9. Members of Bible Classes, when converted, make 
better Christians than such as are comparatively ignorant 
of divine truth. 

They therefore (the Committee) entreat Ministers who 
have not already engaged in the work, to call their youth- 
ful charge around them without delay. They entreat 
youth to go in companies to their reluctant minister, (if 
such he be) and with the Bible in their hands, pray him 
to teach it to them. If the minister is willing, and the 
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youth are not, they entreat parents to interpose all their 
powers of persuasion to overcome their of^osition or in- 
difference ; and if they fail, to go themselves and try what 
may be the influence of example. 

Enquiry Meetings and Anxious Meetings, as they 
have been somewhat quaintly termed, must be consi« 
dered as effects^ rather than causes^ of revivals, having* 
in a great measure, arisen from the necessities of the 
case. In seasons of religious excitement, it has been 
osual for the minister to give notice after the sermon* 
that, if any wish to ask him questions relating to the 
concerns of the soul, he will be happy to meet them 
at a given place and time. Numbers have frequently 
attended; and the minister, besides answering the 
questions which have been put to him, has been 
accustomed to make the most pointed enquiries, in 
(urder to ascertain the state of religious knowledge, 
and the degree of spirituality, which prevails amongst 
his people. On these accounts, they were very natu* 
rally named Enquiry Meetings. 

Anxious Meetings, which are assemblies of a 
somewhat different kind, have sprung up entirely 
through the very strange state of feeling produced 
in a community by what is termed a revival. At 
some seasons, hundreds in a town are at the same 
time under strong convictions of sin, in most cases 
producing great mental distress. In this state of 
mind, the people visit their pastor, to ask counsel 
and to seek relief. When they have multiplied, it 
has been found necessary to fix a stated time for 
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seeing them, and these assemblages have been ternied 
Anxious Meetings. In revivals, ministers perpetually 
urge on the members of their flocks the importance 
of praying for^ rather than advising^ persons under 
conviction, the ill-efEects of Unsuitable counsel having 
often been lamented. Revival converts are usually 
distinguished by the keenness of their convictionsi 
and the peace they afterwards experience. When 
they have found rest, through the blood of Jesus, 
most unfeignedly do they rejfnce in God their 
Saviour. 

Public Fasts and Thakksoi vinos, although chiefly 
confined to the New England States^ have too direct 
a bearing on the religious character of a nation to be 
omitted in this place. 

Days of humiUatkm and fa$tmg were among the 
earliest institutions of the settlers in New England. 
The period of time at which they should be held was 
not, however, stated, but lefb to be determined hy 
events* Hutchinson, in his History of Massachusetts, 
says, the fathers laid aside the fasts and feasts of the 
Church of England, and appointed, as occasion 
required, days of fasting and thanksgiving ; but, be<^ 
sides these occasional services, they constantly every 
spring appointed a day of fasting and prayer, to 
implore the divine blessing upon their afiairs in the 
ensuing year. This practice has been continued 
without interruption down to the present time. The 
first fast publicly observed, on account of the Indian 
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troubles, was June 29, 1675 ; but there is little doubt 
th^y had existed long before that time. If the 
savages threatened to exterminate their feeble settle- 
ment, the fathers appointed a fast ; If religion 
languished, they held a solemn f cut. If they thought 
themselves oppressed by the mother country, their 
oiily resource was fasting and prayer; and, if 
they wanted to reform their people, they implored 
eamedtly the blessing of God, and accompanied it 
with a fast. At different periods, this practice has 
been observed ever since among the churches ; and 
very frequently have great blessings been granted 
after days of supplication, accompanied by solemn 
fasts. 

Of equal antiquity are days of thanksgiving ; 
indeed, fasts and thanksgivings seem naturally to 
belong to each other. As the early fathers were 
accustomed to devote a day every spring, to implore 
the blessing of God on the coming year, so it was 
their pious custom every autumn to set apart a day, 
which should be as sacredly devoted to praise and 
thanksgiving for the mercies of the past year. These 
also have been regularly continued, and are reli- 
giously observed ; and many a pious heart is annually 
refreshed and cheered, by recounting all the mercies 
of God granted to their forefathers, and all the 
wonders he is effecting for them. 

Sunday ScHOOL&are frequently conducted in Ame- 
rica in a manner so favourable to the development of 
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religious impressions, and the increase of Christian 
knowledge, that they become powerful auxiliaries 
to revivals of religion. The day of God is not 
desecrated as it is with us by secular pursuits, such 
as learning to read and spell and pronounce, but in 
most instances is sacredly devoted to religious in* 
struction ;* and in those schools where learning to 
read still occupies a part of the day, this is made 
much more subordinate to the highest end of know- 
ledge than it is with us. 

The same lesson of Scripture is taught to every 
child, in every class, in schools belonging to 
every denomination of Christians, at the same 
hour, according to a book of questions prepared 

* It is asserted by many that tbis plan, however desirable, ia 
not practicable in England, because the poor have not generally 
the opportunity of learning to read during the week. There is, 
however, little force in this objection, for wherever religious in- 
struction is suitably imparted by oral communication, the child 
becomes so much elevated in the scale of being by that instruc- 
tion, and feels so deeply the value of reading, and the in- 
conveniences suffered by the want of that acquirement, that 
he will earnestly endeavour to find means of satisfying his 
craving for knowledge. Day schools, too, should be better sup- 
ported and more ably conducted than they are at present. 
Indeed, it is a fact, not generally known, that in almost every 
case a Day school and a Sunday school might be effidently 
conducted for nearly the same sum which is now expended on 
the latter alone, by permitting those who attend on the week day 
to pay 2d, a-week each. In such cases, if the Schoolmaster 
were a pious man, and desirous of doing good, the amount of 
benefit he might confer on a neighbourhood by visiting the 
parents of the children is immense. 
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by their Sunday-school union.* Those who cannot 
read have it read to them, and such as cannot 
understand written instruction, have it commu* 
nicated to them orally. To enable the teachers 
to accomplish this in the most effectual manner— 
every minister meets the conductors of hts own 
school on the Friday evening, and expounds to 
them the lesson which is appointed for the instruc- 
tions of the Sabbath. One great advantage con- 
nected with this system of universality is, that when 
children, owing to change of residence, remove 
from one school to another, the chain of instruction 
is not broken ; while the amount of Bible know- 
ledge communicated both to teacher and scholars is 
incalculable. 

On these plans the blessing of God has abun- 
dantly rested. Frequently has it been observed that 
in revivals the Bible classes and Sunday schools 
have been deeply affected. They have felt the 
first influence of God's grace, the great work has 
commenced with them. 

In connexion with these. Family Visitation has 
been found eminently useful ; by which is meant 
'* visiting a family for the express purpose of reli- 
gious enquiry, in order to ascertain the religious 
state of the heads of the family, and of every 
member ; the amount of their Bible knowledge, 

* See Judson's Questions, part of which is reprinted by the 
Tract Society. 



\ 



146 

and the manner in which they perform their 
acknowledged duties; and especially to ascertain 
whether or not they are seeking God." The visit 
is purely pastoral, and as it is by no means con* 
sidered requisite for the physician to travel all 
round the circle of general topics before he can ven- 
ture to allude to the purposes of his visit, so neither 
is this deemed necessary for the minister; he 
feels at liberty to enter at once upon enquiries rela- 
ting to the soul. These enquiries are oflen put in 
the plainest and most pointed form to the individual 
alone, and no evasion is permitted. If the ques*- 
tion be put, Are you living in the habit of prayer ? 
and the answer be evasive — it would immediately 
be followed by the plain question, " Did you pray 
this morning? Had you communion with God?" 
and followed by perhaps nothing more than an 
affectionate pressure of the hand, and a fatherly 
caution to beware of going back. Worldly conver- 
sation, perplexing enquiries, doctrinal disputes, find 
no place ; the only subject is the application of the 
great doctrine of salvation to the consciences of the 
hearers according to their capacities and attainments. 

To these means are added Plain Gospel Preach- 
ing; by which is meant " an exhibition of the Gospel 
in its plain, obvious, unsophisticated meaning : ho- 
nestly and unreservedly declaring the whole counsel 
of God ; preaching it in season and out of season, 
publicly and privately ; exhorting, persuading, and 
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entreating by every motive influential on man ; and 
giving to this work all the force of the preacher's 
head and heart and conscience." 

The blessed effects of such labours are visible not 
only during a revival, but l6ng after the excitement 
has passed away ; and are not confined to the imme- 
diate subjects of religious impression, but are exten- 
sively felt over the whole community. In like 
manner, the collateral good which springs from 
revivals of religion, even when they may not be 
without some admixture of human infirmity, i6 of the 
most important kind. '* The very excitement attend- 
ing revivals serves to awaken attention to the most 
important, yet still the most forgotten and neglected- 
of all subjects. Oflen it seems as if nothing else 
could break the deadness of a slumber more awful 
than that of the dead, into which a formal, ill- 
instructed, or irreligious community, has fallen. 
They are also instrumental in kindling the languid 
zeal of the people of God when almost extinguished 
by years of comparative indifference or declension. 
They define and strongly mark the line of separation 
between the votaries of the world and the real 
children of God. They are equally beneficial to 
ministers, — serving in the most vivid manner to 
impress upon them the momentous nature of their 
exalted duties, the value and the danger of immortal 
souls, and the awful responsibility of their office, — 
affording them the very best and most desirable 
opportunities of enforcing the doctrines of the cross, 
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of conversing with individual members of their 
flocks, and of cherishing and confirming habits of 
pure and elevated devotion. It may be added, that 
they promote the local interests of religion ; they 
multiply attendants on divine worship, increase the 
pecuniary resources of religious institutions, and are 
often the means of procuring the permanent settle- 
ment of faithful ministers. 

" They may justly be regarded also as the nurseries 
of the Church, furnishing an extraordinary propor- 
tion of the ministers of the sanctuary, and maturing 
them, in a remarkable manner, for the faithful dis- 
charge of their important duties. Of the beneficiaries 
of education societies for the ministry, a surprising 
proportion have been in early life subjects of 
revivals of religion ; and of the noble band of mis- 
sionaries many have entered on their voluntary career 
of toil and suffering under the sustained and glowing 
ardour of such a commencement. But there is 
another benefit of revivals, far exceeding in im- 
portance any that have hitherto been enimierated. 
They prove of vital and lasting importance to the 
Church, by bringing forth the fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel in the boldest relief. They furnish a 
sort of test of every style of preaching, and become a 
practical commentary, known and read of all men, of 
the utter fallacy of any preaching but the preaching 
of the cross. It is unnecessary that any man should 
denounce unfaithful stewards— a pure revival of re- 
igion instantly puts a brand upon their foreheads." 
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Why then, it is natural to ask, is it not thus with 
us ? If the blessing be so decidedly from God, why 
do we not receive it ? The writer does not attempt 
a reply to such questions. Whether the guilt lie 
with ministers or with people, or with both, is not 
for him to decide. But, in order to assist those who 
wish to make the enquiry for themselves, he offers 
the following description of the men who have been 
so signally honoured as the instruments of promoting 
genuine revivals. 

1. They are men of great personal piety ^ and 
sacredly devoted to their holy calling. Th^y covet 
not a life of literary leisure ; they are neither grave 
nor learned triflers. Feeling deeply the awful 
responsibility of their office, they will not descend to 
little arts, in order to make themselves agreeable or 
amusing ; they are not the slaves of expediency, but 
the stem advocates of Christian principle — men 
strong in faith, and in the word of the Lord. Conti- 
nually cultivating the religion of the heart, their 
whole character is brought under the influence of its 
blessed effects. Wherever they go they give a tone 
to conversation ; and Christian counsel and warning 
flow as naturally from their lips, as if religion had 
been the only subject to which the energies of their 
minds had ever been directed. 

2. They are men oiunwearied labour. It would appear 
almost incredible were the labours of some of them 
to be fairly recounted. The writer has the pleasure 
of remembering one who is pastor of a church which 
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has received six hundred and seventy-four additions 
within the last five years and a half, and now contains 
above eleven hundred communicants, whose general 
consistency Will bisar comparison with the members 
of any of our congregational churches. These he 
visits in regular rotation, assisted by his elders. He 
preaches two or three times a-week, and meets every 
Tuesday ^vetiing a male Bible class of about one 
hundred and twenty members ; every Wednesday, 
a female class of four hundred members ; every 
Thursday, a juvenile class of about three hundred 
and sixty young people ; and, occasionally, a cate- 
chetical class of children from four to ten years of age, 
comprising about three hundred and forty in number. 
These he catechises (assisted by sixty of his mem- 
bers) in Brown's Child's Catechism, and afterwards in 
the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Besides these 
duties, he takes an active part in several of the reli- 
gious societies of the day, and is the very soul of 
one of them. To accomplish these objects, he never 
takes a meal from home by invitation, and makes his 
pastoral visits supply exercise and recreation. Need 
we wonder that such men have revivals ? As long 
ais God's word is truth, such men must be blessed. 

3. They are men of great moral courage. They 
are not afraid to denounce heresy whatever shape it 
may assume, nor ashamed of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The sins of professors are not spared 
by them, nor the inconsistencies of wealthy mem- 
bers overlooked. A cold correctness of theological 



151 

doctrine and moral conduct is not accounted sufficient. 
There must be love, and that love the life of action ; 
and, if this be absent, neither wealth nor influence 
can screen from reproof. They are not afraid of being 
pointed, for they have faith in God ; and, if they 
have sometimes erred on the side of indecorous 
personality, they have not incurred the far deeper 
guilt of regarding man more than God. 

4.' They are men o£ singular simplicity of character. 
It is not possible, perhaps, to find a characteristic 
which more eminently distinguishes what may be 
termed the flower of the American ministry. There 
is no assumption of dignity, no attempt to secure 
respect; they speak and act like common men^ 
scorning those set speeches and studied phrases 
and self-important airs, by which men of little minds 
endeavour to secure the admiration of the multitude. 

5. They are men of vigorous and mascuUne minds. 
In nothing is this more evident than in the character 
of their pulpit ministrations. Their sermons are 
distinguished by no remarkable talent. Few of 
them exhibit marks of powerful genius ; but they 
are plain, energetic, and manly. No attempt at 
oratorical display is visible, no poetical description, 
no metaphysical dissertations, no learned criticisms ; 
but simple, practical truth, fprcibly presented, illus- 
trated, and applied. May the number of such de- 
voted men be rapidly increased both in America 
and in Britain. May the Lord pour out his Spirit 
upon all flesh. 
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It may be interesdng to some readers of the 
preceding pages to have before them a Tabular 
View of Religious Denominations in the United 
States. 



Authorities — Quarterly Journal rf the American Education 
Society f and Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presby" 
terian Church of the United States. 



TABLE I. 



STATISTICAL VIEW 


OP THE PRESBYTERIAN CHtRCH. 




Minis- 


Licen- 


Candi- 




Vacant 


Com- 




ten* 


tiates. 


dates. 


Cliarclics 


Clisrclies 


Boiiicants 


Synod of Albany 


190 


27 


46 


185 


63 


19,871 


— New York 


99 


22 


22 


91 


29 


11,972 


— New Jersey 


90 


33 


14 


113 


36 


13,870 


—Geneva 


112 


11 


15 


137 


66 


10,358 


— Genesee 


60 


9 


2 


98 


54 


3,895 


— Philadelphia 


131 


82 


44 


206 


38 


20,000 


— Pittsburgh 


97 


7 


12 


188 


50 


14,512 


— W. Reserye 


40 


6 





94 


51 


3,019 


— Ohio 


64 


8 


7 


164 


77 


7,639 


— Indiana 


22 








60 


39 


1,839 


i — Kentucky 


43 


3 


10 


86 


33 


3,298 


-^ Virginia 


62 


15 


15 


90 


32 


5,591 


— N. Carolina 


53 


11 


11 


134 


51 


47,708 


— Tennessee 


34 


20 


17 


59 


16 


5,282 


— TennesseeW. 


47 


4 


6 


68 


20 


2,812 


— S. Carolina 


70 


10 


8 


107 


24 


4,813 



GRAND total. 



Synods . . 

Presbyteries • 

Ministers • . 

Licentiates . 



16 

90 

1214 

218 



Candidates . • . 
Churches . . . 
Vacant Churches . 
Communicants . 



229 
. 1880 

679 
. 136,479 
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TABLE II. 

STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE ORTHODOX CONGREGA- 
TIONAL CHURCHES OF NEW ENGLAND. 





[Local As- 






Commu- 




sociations 


Ministers 


Churchei 


uicanu* 


General Assodation of Mas- I 
sachusetts . . . i 


19 


207 


190 


22,323 


General Assodadon of Con- 1 
necticut . . . / 


12 


181 


212 




General Convention of Vcr-1 
roont • • . J 


11 


97 


165 




General Association of Newl 
Hampshire . . J 


11 


120 


170 




General Conference of Maine 


8 


79 


143 


7,519 



GRAND TOTAL. 



Vacant Churches . . 240 
Communicants not known. 



Associations ...... 62 

Ministers 720 

Churches 960 

Besides the above» there are a number of Congrega- 
tional Churches in New England not associated ; and a 
number more might be reckoned which are out of New 
England. 



TABLE III. 

ASSOCIATED CALVINISTIC BAPTISTS IN THE UNITED 

STATES. 

Associations .... 190 | Churches ..... 3,723 
Ministers 2,577 | Baptisms .... 238,654 



TABLE IV. 

STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH. 



Bishops . 
Clergymen 



11 I Churcfaea • . 
486 I Communicants 



598 
24,075 
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TABLE V. 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 



Districts . . . 


. . 83 


Stations . . . 


. . 890 


Preachers . . • 


. . 1,465 


On Trial . . . 


. . 209 


Remaining . . 


. . 174 


Full Connexion . 


. . 113 



Deaeons . . . 
Ordained Elders . 
Supernumeraries 
Superannuated . 
Deaths Reported 
Meml)ers . . 



. 201 

. 114 

. 71 

. 106 

11 

381,997 



TABLE VL 



FREE %VILL BAPTISTS. 



Ministers ...... 242 

Churches . . . . . . 335 



Licentiates . • 
Communicants . 



30 
12,000 



Churches 
Ministers 



TABLE VII. 

OEILHAK ^EFQRIfi;|> QUVHCH. 

Communicants 



400 
90 



30,000 



TABLE VIIL 



REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 



Synods 2 

Classes 16 

Churches ...... 150 



Ministers . . 
Communicants 



. 150 
14,000 



TABLE IX. 

Eyangelical Lutheran Church, 200 Ministers ; 800 Congregation. 

Roman Catholics— about 600,000. 

Quakers or Friends, whole population^aboDt f 50,000. 

These tables are necessarily very deficient. Many other 
s«cts might be named, and the numbers stated are gene- 
rally far below the troth. 
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TABLE X. 

COLLEGES. 

CoUeges 30 

Academic Instructors In 39 Colleget 202 

VThole number of Students in 2S CoUeges 29,252 

Graduates in 26 Colleges (1827> 594 

Under-Graduates in 31 Colleges (1827-8) 2.590 

Of the Presidents of Colleges, 31 are Clergymen, and 3 Laymen 
— Of the Clergy, 19 are Presbyterians or Congreffaiionallsts, 
4 Baptists, 5 Episcopalians, 1 Methodist, 1 Dutch Reformed, 
1 Catholic. 



TABLE XL 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 

Theological Semiparien . • Iff I Students in 18t7 . . 449 
Professors ...... 37 | 

Of these Seminaries, 3 are Congregational, 4 Presbyterian, 
2 Baptist, 2 EpMoopal^ and 4 Lutheran and Dutch Eefonnedi 



THE END. 
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